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“WE COME TO YOU AS REPRESENTATIVES OF BLACK, INDIAN, MEXICAN-AMERICAN,
PUERTO RICAN AND WHITE-AMERICANS WHO ARE THE TOO LONG FORGOTTEN, HUNGRY
AND JOBLESS OUTCASTS IN THIS LAND OF PLENTY. WE COME BECAUSE POOR FATHERS

AND MOTHERS WANT A HOUSE TO LIVE IN THAT WILL PROTECT THEIR CHILDREN

AGAINST THE BITTER WINTER COLD, THE SEARING HEAT OF SUMMER AND THE RAIN

THAT NOW TOO OFTEN COMES IN THROUGH THE CRACKS IN OUR ROOFS AND WALLS.

WE HAVE COME HERE TO SAY THAT WE DON’T THINK IT’S TOO MUCH TO ASK FOR A

DECENT PLACE TO LIVE IN AT REASONABLE PRICES IN A COUNTRY WITH A GROSS
NATIONAL PRODUCT OF 800 BILLION DOLLARS. WE DON'T THINK IT’S TOO RADICAL TO
WANT TO HELP CHOOSE THE TYPE OF HOUSING AND THE LOCATION. WE DON'T THINK

IT'S ASKING FOR PIE IN THE SKY TO WANT TO LIVE IN NEIGHBORHOODS WHERE OUR
FAMILIES CAN LIVE AND GROW UP WITH DIGNITY, SURROUNDED BY THE KIND OF
FACILITIES AND SERVICES THAT OTHER AMERICANS TAKE FOR GRANTED.”

- COMMITTEE OF 100, STATEMENTS OF DEMANDS FOR RIGHTS OF THE POOR, 1968




“WITH THE REALITIES OF SYSTEMIC RACISM, SYSTEMIC POVERTY, ECOLOGICAL
DEVASTATION, THE WAR ECONOMY AND THE OFTEN FALSE MORAL NARRATIVE OF
CHRISTIAN NATIONALISM, WE ARE IN A MOMENT IN TIME WHICH WE NEED A DEEPLY
MORAL, DEEPLY CONSTITUTIONAL, ANTI-RACIST, ANTI-POVERTY, PRO-LABOR,
TRANSFORMATIVE FUSION COALITION, WHERE PEOPLE OF ALL DIFFERENT RACES,
COLORS AND CREEDS COME TOGETHER AND WORK TOGETHER TO ENGAGE IN MORAL
DIRECT ACTION, MASSIVE VOTER MOBILIZATION, AND POWER BUILDING FROM THE
BOTTOM UP, STATE BY STATE AND EVEN IN THE U.S. CAPITOL. WE NEED THIS TO
CHANGE THE NARRATIVE AND INSIST THAT WE WILL NO LONGER ENGAGE IN
ATTENTION VIOLENCE AGAINST THE POOR AND OTHER INTERLOCKING INJUSTICES
THAT CONNECT TO POVERTY.”

- REV. DR. WILLIAM J. BARBER, Il, CO-CHAIR,
POOR PEOPLE’S CAMPAIGN: A NATIONAL CALL FOR MORAL REVIVAL, 2018

"IMMIGRANTS, MUSLIMS, HOMELESS PEOPLE, AND YOUTH ARE UNDER ATTACK. THE
POOR ARE FACING SEVERE CUTS TO BASIC SOCIAL SERVICES. MILLIONS OF PEOPLE
ARE LIVING WITHOUT CLEAN WATER AND SANITATION SERVICES. VOTING RIGHTS ARE
BEING SUPPRESSED AND WARS ARE BEING WAGED ACROSS THE WORLD AND
INTENSIFYING. THESE AND MANY OTHER CRISES MEAN IT IS URGENT WE BUILD A POOR
PEOPLE’S CAMPAIGN TODAY.”

- REV. DR. LIZ THEOHARIS, CO-CHAIR, POOR PEOPLE’S CAMPAIGN: A NATIONAL CALL FOR MORAL REVIVAL, 2017
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_ THE SOULS OF POOR FOLK

The Souls of Poor Folkkaces the 50 years since 1968, when Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and
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answer a plea for support from sanitation workers on strike in Memphis. There an assassin snatched

his life on April 4.
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government address bitter poverty in the wealthiest nation in the world. They confronted

£01 AAT AT OAT NOAOGOEIT O AAT OO 'i AOEAASGO 11 OAl AT A
regardless of their weath, race, gender or national origin. They demanded attention to the hungry

children and inadequate schools from Appalachia to the Mississippi Delta to the devastated inner
AEOEAO AAOTI OO 'i AOEAA8 4EAU 1 AAA 11T OAimmordfviai AOO AC
in Vietnam, and tried hard to be heard as they carried their testimony forward into public life. The
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compelled many Americans to ask whether theapublic for which they stood would ever stand for

them.

50 years later, beset by deepening poverty, ecological devastation, systemic racism, and an economy
EAOT AGOAA &I OAATETCIU AT AT AOGO xAOh O4EA 0110 O0AT
likewise beckons our nation to higher ground. We call upon our society to see the predicaments of

OEA 110060 00611 AGAATA AiiTTc 66 AT A 61 EAIT 6 OEA AAO
thousands across the nation today stand on the shoulders #A O OA£OAAAT I AEOOAES 1 AE
Ol 11 A OE AAahdxo tkeEeaalfids 6fdur own time» not to wallow in a fruitless nostalgia of

pain. We seek instead to redeem a democratic promise enshrined in the U.S. Constitution and the
Declaration of Indeperdence, yet even more deeply rooted in the living ingredients of our own lives
and embodied in the countless and largely unacknowledged grassroots activists who have labored to
lift those founding documents to their full meaning. We come to remind our natrowhat truths we
hold to be selfevident. We come to remind our nation what values we hold dear. In Washington and
at state capitols around the country, we hope to make a new moral witness from our love for what
-AUA 1T CAIT O AAT T AAOCODOEROHRs UAO O1 AA O1 EOGAA

The Souls of Poor Folk an empirical study that brings us toward an honest confrontation with our

own history? how our path has unfolded since 1968 and how our nation trembles today for lack of

moral vision. It summons our highest moral aspiratins and diagnoses our deepest national ailments

over five decades. It draws on academic research but also upon the testimonies of human beings
battered by harmful public policies. Alongside the carefully assembled facts, you will hear the voices

of Americsd O BT 1T O OEAI OAI GAOh T AT U T &£ OEAI 11 x ETETETIC
AAT AA AEAT CAAhoe *Ai A0 " Al AxETl OAITETAOG O6O6h O" 60 1
The Souls of Poor Folmphasizes the complex relationships between and eass systemic racism,

persistent poverty, the war economy and its inevitable militarism, and the ecological devastation
from which none can escape. These issues tangle in our lives. If you are, for instance, a mother in
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Flint, Michigan, the decision of yougovernment to create and then ignore your leagboisoned water
inflicts an environmental crisis, a health crisis, and a jobs crisis, but also a crisis of democracy. None
of the families in Flint whose children are exposed to dangerous levels of lead votecendanger their
little ones. Those in power, however, not only made decisions that poisoned the water, but, when
informed about this negligence, intentionally chose not to address or even announce the threat of
lasting damage this posed to these childre not because this pollution did not matter, but because
these people did not matter.

The issues confronted inThe Souls of Poor Fol@rive the day-to-day struggles of the poor and
dispossessed. These issues demand that we dispel the notion that systermacism, poverty,
ecological devastation and the war economy hurt only a small segment of our society. More than
40,600,000 Americans subsist below the poverty line; this report additionally shows that there are
close to 140 million people dealing with ssme combination of these crises every day. Nearly half of
our population cannot afford a $400 emergency, which presents a structural crisis of national
proportion that ties poverty to things like healthcare and housing. The devastation cuts across race,
gender, age, and geography. It has carved a dangerous and deepening moral chasm in America and
inflicts a tragic loss of purpose, even among the affluent.

50 years ago this spring, Dr. Kingandamuwf 1 1 T OAA NOEI O 1T £ '1 A860 AEEI AOA’
angels, confident that the keys to our predicaments lay in the hearts of our people. None of our

diverse faith traditions celebrate denying food to hungry children or devotingrillions to war and

pennies to want No moral vision embraces the denial of fathcare to our fellow human beings. Many

Americans appear to have forgotten their own values and become blind to the needs of other human

beings, even those they may still hold in their hearts.

These deep forms of myopia reflect still deeper failures afiemory. (The struggle of humanity against

AT OOAT AEAA PI xAOho xOEOAO 11T OATEOO -EI AT +01 AAOAnN
recall that the war inVietnam drained away manyof the resources for the War on Poverty, which did
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a nonviolent revolution to push America toward a social ethos grounded in love. "We are called upon
to raise certain basic questions about the whole society," King preached before his assassination. "We
must recognize that we can't solve our problem now until thee is a radical redistribution of economic
and political power." It is time that we turn to our past in order to understand our present, and then
turn forward together to build a better future.

As shining and crucial the role of Dr. King and other notahl 1 AAAAOOh 1T AEOEAO OEA
Campaign of 1968 nor our cause of love, mercy and justice today rolled forward on the gifts of a great

leader. Our victories in the timeless cause of love and democracy have always required the devotion

of thousands ofordinary people, local communities, grassroots groups, prophetic churches, and

I OCAT EUET ¢ OOAAEOQOEIT 08 )1 OEAO OPEOEOh OEA TAx ol
all walks of life to the National Mall in Washington and to state capitoscross the nation from May

13t to June 23, 2018, just over forty days to demand that our country see the
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poor in our streets, confront the damage to our natural environment, and ponder the ailments of a
nation that year after year spends more monepn endless war than on human need. The time has
come to stand together and make a national call for moral revival.




“THE PRESCRIPTION FOR THE
CURE RESTS WITH AN ACCURATE
DIAGNOSIS OF THE DISEASE.”

REV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
1967

XECUTIVE
SUMMARY
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The Souls of Poor Folgk an assessment of the conditions today and trends of the p&€ years in the

United States. In 1967 and 1968, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., alongside a multiracial coalition of
grassroots leaders, religious leaders, and other public figures, began organizing with poor and
marginalized communities across racial ad geographic divides. Together, they aimed to confront the

Ol AAROT UET ¢ OOOOAOOOAO OEAO PAODPAOOAOGAA T[T EOAOU EI
Campaign was a challenge to the national moralityt was a movement to expose the injustice of the
economic, political, and social systems in the U.S. during their time.

50 years later, The Souls of Poor Foléhallenges us to take a look at how these conditions have

changed since 1968. The stark findings draw from a wide variety of sources, including mary and

secondary data as well as interviews with and testimonies by people who have been living through

and responding to these changes on the ground. Their words offer deep insight for understanding

these conditions and why these leaders feel compellddi AAI 1T & O A 011 O 0AI Bl Ad

The facts, figures, and faces in these pages counter numerous myths about what is wrong with our
society, including two of the most prevalent:

1. Poverty is the fault of the poor

There is an enduring narative that if these millions of people just acted better, worked harder,
complained less, and prayed more, they would be lifted up and out of their miserable conditions. This
report demonstrates that what Dr. King called the@d 4 OE D1 A & ystémiE ragisth Fpbvéerty, and
the war economy and militarisne as well as the interrelated problem of ecological devastatighave
deepened since 1968 because of structural and systemic reasons, rather than individtelures.

2. SAODPEOA 1T 00 1T AOQEIT 1 6not edodgb forfalldf Uk fosurveahdrtiveE O

This report makes a clear case that the richest nation
in the world has sufficient resources to protect the
environment and ensure dignified lives for all its
people. The problem is a matter of priorities, as more

GLT 6S SELX 2NB (KS ich»
racism, poverty, the war economy and
ecological devastation, we see how systemic

and more of our wealth flows into the poclkts of a racism allows us to deny the humanity of other:
small but powerful few and intoour bloated Pentagon by denying the humanity of others, we are give
budget. permission to exploit or exclude people

economically; by exploiting and exaliing

people economically we are emboldened to
abuse our military powers and, through violenc
and war, control resources; this quest for contre

The report also makes the case that the most pressing
problems of our time cannot be tackled separatelyt

connects the attacks on voting rights to the attacks on B RN Pt IR R 1R ool 2\ Re ST (e u e
basic needs like wagr, health care, living wages, and our entire ecosystem and everything living in it

the shift towards the incarceration and criminalization And we seéhow the current moral narrative of
of the poor, with disparate effects across race, gender, BRRIEUGRIUNTETEERGINGTEEEYRSIES
gender identity, and sexual orientation. It shows that dza FNBY AU®E

Rev. Dr. Liz Theoharis,-Cbair of the Poor
t S2L) SQa /FYLIAIYyY |
Revival




our pursuit of wars not only costs countless lives abroad, but
is also connected to domestic problems, including the
gutting of public services, the decline in government
accountability, and the poisoning ofour water and air. It

documents the decline of rural communities over the past
50 years, where hospitals are closing, jails are opening, and

diseases that had been eradicated in the 20century are
cropping back up.

Moreover, The Souls of Poor Folleminds us of the ongoing
and emerging resistance and organizing that is compelling
a change in our national priorities.

THE SOULS OF POOR FOLK

aLy GKS S é2sikens, odyta
tiny percentage of the population is immune|
from the possibility that they could fall into
poverty as a result of bad breaks beyond
their own control. The American Dream is
jdzA O1t e 06SO02YAy3a i

Prof. PhilipAlston, United Nations Special
Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty and Huma
Rights
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KEY FINDINGS

Systemic Racism

1 Legislative actions and legal decisions at the federal and state levels have severely
restricted the a bility of people of color, especially poor Black people, Latinx, and Native
Americans, to participate in democratic processes. This includes the 2013Shelby v. Holder
Supreme Court case, which gutted the 1965 Voting Rights Act. Furth2f stateshave adopted
some form of voter suppression law since 2010, and 25 states haypee-empted cities from
passing minimum wage laws (many in response to successful grassroots living wage campaigns).
In Michigan, emergency financial management laws have paved the way for stafgpointed and
unaccountable managers to sideline
democraticdly elected local officials. Flint was
under emergency management when city officials ) ) ) e
i AAA AAAEOETT O OEAO DI a¢Kse OzdZ R y2u ul1SEeyYey.Yel
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supply.
9 041 6 C E 11 AOEi Ao DPiil EOE Claire McClinton, Flint Democracy Defense i\l e Y. W\
policing of poor communities and a tenfold League

increase in annual federal d iscretionar y
spending on prisons since 1976 . The number of
sentencedinmates of all races in U.S. state and federal prison grew froh®7,914 in 1968 to
1,458.000in 2016. People of color accountor 66 percent of people in prison, while they make
up only about 39 percent of the total population. And the number of citizens disenfranchised due
to felony convictions has tripled, from 2million in 1968 to 6.1 million in 2016, including one in
thirteen Black adults.

1 Federal spending on immigration, deportation, and border policies increase d from $2
billion to $17 billion and deportations increased tenfold between 1976 and 2015. These
anti-immigrant measures affect not only deportees and detainees, but also their communities and
family members, who face greater difficulty in affording basiexpenses, meeting rent, and paying

for utilities.
Poverty
GLG A& F ALANRGdZ f €
o _ o permits infants and children to be the poores
1 Restrictions on demaocratic participation are Americans."

compounded by structural changes in
employment towards a low -wage economy, tied MarianWright Edelman, Founder and
to a decline in union membership. At the time of t NBaARSyuz / KAt RNI

>\
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https://www.brennancenter.org/new-voting-restrictions-america
http://www.nelp.org/publication/fighting-preemption-local-minimum-wage-laws/
http://www.albany.edu/sourcebook/pdf/t6282012.pdf
https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/p16.pdf
http://www.sentencingproject.org/publications/felony-disenfranchisement-a-primer/
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wages had been rising in tandem for at least two decades. But beginning in the 1970s, employers
no longer shared the benefits of improved productivity with their workers. Between 1973 and
2016, hourly compensation increased just 12.3 percent, while productivity increased 73.7
percent. This has been accompanied by arfdT ET 1T BT 1 EAEAO JlaksHEhAt h@OECEO C
O1T AAOIi ET AA x1 OEAOOG PIi xAO O AAOCAET AiTi11 AAOEOA
workers in unions fell from 24.9 percent to 10.7 percent.
9 Instead of going to workers, massive gains from economic growth have been going to a
smaller and smaller share of society. Since 1968, the top 1 percent's share of national income
has nearly doubled while the official poverty rate for all U.S. families has merely inched up and
down. The400 wealthiest Americanshow own more wealth than the bottom 64 percent of the
U.S. population (or 204 million people).

1 Nearly 41 million Americans live below the federal poverty line. In absolute terms, White
people made up42.5 percentof this population (17.3 million), and the next two largest groups
are Latinx (11.1 million) at 27.4 percen, and Black Americans (9.2 million) at 22.7 percent. In
relative terms, Native Americans and Alaska Natives have the highest poverty rattany racial
group, at 26.2 percentBlack people have the seconthighest poverty rate, at 22 percent. This is
followed by Latinx people (19.4 percent), White people (11 percent), and Asian Americans (10.1
percent).

1 Nearly 140 million people (43.5 percent) are either poor or low -income under the
alternative Supplemental Poverty Measure (SPM), which goes beyond income to consider-ofit
pocket expenses for food, clothing, housing and utilities, geographic parities, and federal
AOOEOOAT AA8 O,1x ETAIT A6 ET OEEO AiT OA@O 1 AAT O .
line.

1 Almost four in ten children spend at least one year of their lives in poverty, meaning that
there has been arise, also, in the number of poor families. In 2016, households led by single
mothers comprised almost 30 percent of families with incomes below the poverty line.
Households led by Native women had the highest poverty rates (42.6 percent), followed by those
headed by immigrant women (almost 42 percent), Latinx women (40.8 percent), Black women
(38.8 percent) and White women (30.2 percent). LGBTQ people are gisportionately
represented among the poor as well.

1 The scaling back of anti-poverty programs has contributed to the perception that
government programs do not work. By far the greatest reduction in federal spending for low
income families came with the pssage of Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity
Reconciliation Act in 1996, which eliminated Aid to Families with Dependerthildren (AFDC)
and replaced it with Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF). TANF drastically reduced
resources availble to families in poverty and imposed unrealistic work requirementsThe AFDC
program assisted 68 percent of poor families with children in 1996. Today, TANF assists only 23
percent of poor families with children. In all but 3 states, TANF benefits hadeclined since 1996,
with monthly benefits in all 50 states equal to or below twethirds of the federal poverty line.
These changes in welfare were part of the overall shift towards a lewage economy.

9 Housing, higher education, and health care costs have increased significantly. Over the past
30 years, rents have gone up faster than income in nearly every urban area in the country. In


http://www.ips-dc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/BILLIONAIRE-BONANZA-2017-FinalV.pdf
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/income-poverty/cps-pov/pov-01.html#par_textimage_10
https://www.epi.org/blog/2016-acs-shows-stubbornly-high-native-american-poverty-and-different-degrees-of-economic-well-being-for-asian-ethnic-groups/
https://www.epi.org/blog/2016-acs-shows-stubbornly-high-native-american-poverty-and-different-degrees-of-economic-well-being-for-asian-ethnic-groups/
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_16_5YR_DP03&src=pt
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2016, there was no state or county in the nation where an individual earning the federal
minimum wage of $7.25 an hour cold afford a two-bedroom apartment at market rent. As of
2017, for every 100 extremely lowincome renters, amere 35will find affordable housing.

1 Cutsinfederal housing assistance and affordable, subsidized housing since the 1970s have

contributed to rising structural homelessness. A government survey of people who were

homeless in 2017 found thatl1l percentwere Black 47 percent were White and22 percent were

Latinx. A majority of homeless families are headed by single women with young childrefhe

problem is partlcularly acute for LGBTQ youth, who represent between five and ten percent of

the natiol 8 O UT 61 ¢ PAT Pi Ah AOO AAOxAAT ¢n AT AAtn DPAO,
2015 surveyfound that a much larger number of people, estimated at 2.5 million to 3.5 million,

sleep in shelters or encampments at some point every year, while another estimated 7.4 million

are on the brink of homelessness, having lost their own homes and transitioned into the homes

of others.

9 Student debt levels have exploded, driven in part by the growth of high -cost, high-risk, for -
profit colleges, which now make up nearly a third of new higher education opportunities.
Among for-profit college students, 64 percent are women, 52 percent are people of color, 50
percent have dependent children, and 5percent
work full -time while enrolled. Sudent debt now
amounts to $1.34 trillion and affects about 44

. . GCKSNB g1 a | Beiwddddé
million Americans.

people that were living in subsidized housing,
1 Even under the Affordable Care Act, about 31 the massive cuts to affordable housing, and th
million people remain uninsured, including 4.6 YSSR tz 2Ly SYSNHSYC
. o . then we also saw a new category of poor peop
million Black people, 10.2 million Latinx and ¢ homeless poor peaple wha were somehaw
13.6 million Whites . This is despite the fact that different from all the other poor people. But the
the U.S. spends more per capita on health care than R =1 lo=N == N aTo SN ofelel d olle) el
any other country, at approximately $10,348 per and housed poor people is that one is indoors
person per year. In 201643 percent of adultswith BY R 2ys Ad 2 diR:
health insurance struggéd to pay their deductibles,
nearly 30 percent had a hard time affording
medical bills and 73 percent cut back on basic
household needs and food to pay their medical
bills. Medical debtis the number one cause of personal bankruptcy filings, with an estimated 40
percent of Americans taking on debt because of medical issues.

Paul Boden, director of the Western Regiona
Advocacy Project

1 America has become a debtor nation. Excluding the value of the family car, 19 percent of all
U.S. households (60 million people), 30 percent of Black households, 27 percent of Latinx
households, and 14 percent of White households have zero wealth or their debts exceeded the
value of their asets.

The War Economy and Militarism
1 Since Vietnam, the United States has waged an ongoing war against diffuse enemies,

10


http://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/Gap-Report_2017.pdf
https://www.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/2017-AHAR-Part-1.pdf
https://www.nlchp.org/documents/Homeless_Stats_Fact_Sheet
https://www.cms.gov/research-statistics-data-and-systems/statistics-trends-and-reports/nationalhealthexpenddata/nhe-fact-sheet.html
https://www.kff.org/health-costs/poll-finding/data-note-americans-challenges-with-health-care-costs/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/personalfinance/2017/05/05/this-is-the-no-1-reason-americans-file-for-bankruptcy/101148136/
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siphoning massive resources away from
social needs. The current annual military GhdzN] 32 0A 808 thekreald afld
budget, at $668 billion, dwarfs the $190 billion GKAa a2t RASNJ FyR GKF
allocated for education, jobs, housing, and thinlf than the individual person, because you
other basic services and infrastructure. Out of FREAECRECZELSIENE AN NUE Ry
every dollar in federal discretionary spending,
53 cents goes towards the military, with just 15 price, a persoal price, every day and every
cents on antipoverty programs. YAIKG DE

members [of Veterans for Peace] who have
R2yS K2NNBYyR2dza GKAY

9 7AOEEI C O1 180 xA MS have O Michael McPhearson, Gulf War veteran and
had little to do with protecting Americans, director of Veterans for Peace
while the profit motive has increased
significantly. With private contractors now
performing many traditional military r oles, there have been almost 1lmes as many military
contractors per soldier inthe Afghanistan and Iraq wars as there were during the Vietnam War,
many of them making far more money than underpaid U.S. soldiers. Army privates in combat
earned less than $30,000 in 2016. At the top end of tipay scale the disparities are even more
extreme. In 2016, the CEOs of the top five military contractors earned on avera®#9.2 million?
more than 90 times the$214,000 earned by a U.S. military general with 20 years of experience,
including housing allowances and extra combat pay and approximately 640 times the amount
earned byArmy privates in combat.

1 U.S. military interventions have caused staggering numbers of civi lian deaths in poor
countries. According to theUnited Nations almost onethird more civilians died in Afghanistan
during the first nine months of 2017 than during that same period in 2009 when the counting
began. Compared to the same period in 2016, there was a 52 percent increase of civilian deaths
from airstrikes in 2017, with women and children comprising 68 percent of these deaths.

1 Perpetual war has also taken a toll on U.S. troops and personnel. In 2012, suicide claimed
more military deaths than military action. A follow-
up study found that in 2014, the risk of suicide was

a 5 horrifying as the status of women in 22 percent higher amag veterans than among U.S.
Afghanistan may sound to those of us who live civilian adults. By September 2017, an average of 20

in the West, the biggest problems faced by veterans were still dying by suicide each day. Among
AEL TEEIE G (TS 0 PEWIEIEDT women in the military, sexual harassment is rampant.
A 2012 Department of Veterans Affairs survey
indicated that nearly half of female military
personnel sent to Iraq or Afghanistan hadeported
being sexually harassed, and nearly 25 percent said
they had been sexually assaulted.

Their biggest problem ig | NJb €

Sonali Kolhatkar and Mariam Rawfghan
women activists

1 Militarism abroad has gone hand in hand with the militarization of U.S. borders and of
poor communities across this country. Local police are now equipped with war machinery
suchas the armored military vehicledeployed in Ferguson, Missourin response to protests over
the police killing of a Black teenager, Michael Brown, in 2014. Young Black males have been
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hardest hit by this escalation in force. They areine
G2 Ked Ay@Sad Ay OKAfRN times more likely to be killed by police officers than
gKSYy GKSNBQa Y2ySe iz other Americans, while rates of police killings for

ek Ata ¥FdA t KE Native American and Latinx men are also
disproportionately high and poor youth of all races
have suffered.

Aaron Scott, Chaplains on the Harbor

i  The perpetual war economy is also linked
to the broader trend of criminalization of the poor over the past 50 years. Policies that
criminalize the very condition of being poor have continued to expand since the 2008 financial

incarcerated population since 2000 is the result of an increase in the number of defendants
unable to make bail. This is also the result d¢ifie fact that bail amounts themselves haviacreased
over the years.

Ecological Devastation

1 The U.S. and global climate and ecological crises are multipliers of the other injustices
documented in this report. Fossil fuel, chemical, and other industries have been allowed to
poison our air, water, and land, contributing to an estimated million premature deaths (16
percent ofall deaths) worldwide in 20152 three times more deaths than from AIDS, tuberculosis,
and malaria combined and 15 times more than from all wars and other forms of violence. The
environmental death toll is expected to rise
exponentially as a result of climate change. And the
poor, particularly poor people of color, face the
worst impacts.

aLd gta 2yS GKAy3 (2
water and you couldn't afford your water. It's a

. . . whole other thing to findout they shut off your
1 The tragic effects of Hurricane Maria on Puerto SYGANB O2YYdyAieQa o

Rico in 2017 are a disturbing example of rising Y G SNIDE
climate change threats, particularly for the
poor. Catastrophic events like hurricanes and Valerie Jean, mother of five, grandmother of tw
flooding are partly attributable to climate change and member of Michigan Welfare Rights
and are expected to become more frequent. When Organization

Maria hit Puerto Rico, where the poverty rate was
already 43.5 percent almost the entire island lost
AAAAOGO O1 A1 AAOOEAEOU8 4xi 1110EO 1 AOGAOR 110
and about nine percent lacked water. The delay was partly due t&tA BT 1T O OOAOA 1
infrastructure, which had been allowed to deteriorate as the U.S. Congress pressured the island
to prioritize debt payments to Wall Street. ANew York Times analysisndicates as many as 1,025
people may have died as a result of the hurricane.

1 Across the United States, poor people face crises of water affordability, water p  ollution,
and water scarcity in some areas exacerbated by climate change. As a percentage of income,
poor households spend seven times as much on water bills as wealthy households. The United
Nations recommends that, in order to remain affordable, water ri@s do not exceed percentof
household income. Yet, there ar&3.8 million low-income households that already spend more

12


https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/jan/08/the-counted-police-killings-2016-young-black-men
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/jan/08/the-counted-police-killings-2016-young-black-men
http://www.cjcj.org/news/8113
https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/jim14.pdf
http://www.justicepolicy.org/uploads/justicepolicy/documents/bailfail.pdf
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(17)32345-0/fulltext#back-bib43
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/PR
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/12/08/us/puerto-rico-hurricane-maria-death-toll.html
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0169488
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0169488

_ THE SOULS OF POOR FOLK

a hdzNJ | RRA Ol I thyAméiich is $a2
predominant that we have spent an insane
amount of military assets to protect it the
drilling, the supply, the trade, and pathways for
fossil fuels. And here we are again in another
ONHzi F f 200dzLI GA2Yy (it
Middle East, but in our own country, against ou
own citizens, people who have lived generatior
before White people arrived, fighting against
these same mechanisms, the same corporatior
the same government agencies, to try and sto|
this environmental coloniaBm. There is a direct
relation to my fight in Iraq for oil and these
LS2L) S4ya FAIKG KS|

Garett Rappenhagen, an Irag War veteran wh
joined a delegation of veterans to Standing Ro
North Dakota in 2016

than 4.5 percent of their income on water, and some
communities are facing water shutoff rates of 20
percent or more. Federal assistance to local water
systems is now 74 percent below its peak in 1977,
adjusted for inflation, even as pipes are aging and
infrastructure investment needs are rising.

i While poor urban populations deal with
rising water bills, the rural poor often lack access

to piped water and sewage systems, with striking
racial disparities. According to a 2016 study, an
estimated 540,000 households (1.4 million to 1.7
million people) reported a lack of access to complete
plumbing facilities. Of the 20 counties with the highest
percentage of households lacking access to complete
plumbing, all were rural and 13 had a majority Native
American or Alaskan Native population.

i Meanwhile, pipeline infrastructure to
transport oil and gas has been expanding, even
though it poses serious threats to the climate,

water quality, and public health through leakage as well as catastrophic spills. The
proximity of pipelines to freshwater sources isparticularly dangerous, since leaks of pollutants
into water can spread large distances and affect drinking water sources for dowtream
communities. Between 1998 and 2017there have beerb.712 significant oil and gas leaks or
ruptures on U.S. pipelines. Between 1964 and 2015, there wee441 spills from offshore oil
drilling o perations in U.S. territorial waters, discharging almost 5.2 million barrels (218 million

CAI11106q 1T &£ TEI 8 4EA

the coast of Louisiana in 2010.

 The U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) was responsible for emitting
Ci OAOT i AT 660 O1 OAI

1 AOCAOO 1T £#/ OEAOGA xAO OEA 1¢

72 percent of the U.S.
CBhRINGELDAASCADOOAT BAOBRARO Al EC

are produced during the most destructive operations of the U.S. military, accounted for 56

DAOAAT O
are exempt from the U.8

10O 2A08 $08

AOA Al

I £# OEA 5838

+ET ¢ OAEA EI
OEAA O1 CAOEAOBUI O AAT ®oGayOAAT | U

"1 OAOT I AT OB0O 0Oi OAI COAAT ET OC
T OAOT I AT OBO Al EOOEIT O OAAGAOEIT Ci .
pwoxh OxA [ 600 OAA Tix ¢

these evils, along with ecological devastation, have become more and more tightly bound together.
They are part of a larger system that has concentrated economic and political power into fewer and
fewer hands, driving a deepening and dangerous inequalithat is impacting the majority of people

in this country.

This means we must break through the notion that systemic racism, poverty, the war economy,
militarism and ecological devastation only hurt a small segment of our society.
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There are 140 million pele struggling every day, and even more are saddled with debt or otherwise
unable to make ends meet. Meanwhile, a small minority has amassed unheafdvealth and power.

In 2017, just three White men owned as much wealth as the bottom half of the U.S. plagpion or 160
million people. And of the top 400 wealthiest people in the U.S., there are just two Black individuals
and five with Latinx backgrounds. This predominantly White super wealthglass however, de@snot
represent the conditions facing the majority of White people in the country, even though they are
used to prop up and maintain systemic racism and systems of white supremacy that keep pko
poor, in debt and in jail.

This report shows what has happerd as the government increasingly caters to the interests of those
few rich and powerful rather than being accountable to the poor and marginalized majority. In
response, it is necessary to bring together all those who are impacted to build their own power

This kind of power is emerging through the Poor
0AT P1 A8 O # Al bAGICforgvoral Revidad E TREN@ RN r= N IRt N 107 oF-

A4EA 0110 0AIDPIAGO #AlI PAECTIIENZEREVCENEARRNEERPA A Al
that i " il i dered. int tional NEBIFf a20Alf OKIy3S$S

_ aci1s .mu I-racial, mu_ I-genaered, intergenerational, people have joined hands with allies of good w

inter-faith and constitutionally grounded and has been to stand together against injustice. These

growing in more than 25 states around the country. It is movements did nosimply stand against

i build . . d partisan foes. They stood for the deep moral
seeking to build a unity across race, Issue, gender, center of our Constitutional and faith traditions

gender identity, sexual identity, age, faith and geography Those deep wells sustained poor and impacte

that can break through the politics that divide us. people who knew in their bones both that
power concedes nothing without a fight and

that, in the end, love is the greatest power to
The Souls of Poor Folis providing an empirical basis to sustain a fight for what is righg

build and strengthen that unity. It also is only a » _

- Rev. Dr. William J. Barber,-Chair of the Poor
beginning. It does not, and cannot, address the full range t §21X S04 /FYLIAIYY |
of issues under each theme. For this reason, we hope Revival
that it encourages more research, debate, and analysis,
so that we may, together, identify the solutions we so
desperately need.
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#AlT 1T EA ' OAAO6O AAOCEOAOR 6A1T OOh AEAA ET EAO AOI O
die because it was her time to go or because God called her home, but because Alabama did not
expand Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act.

6 AT OO0 bis nbthadisbiated event. She was killed by the intersecting injustices of systemic racism,
poverty, ecological devastation, the war economy and a distorted moral narrative. More than 250,000
people like Venus die in the United States from poverty and igked issues every yearaccording to a
2009 study from the MailmanSchool of Public Health at Columbia University. The politicians who
pass policies that result in death and hardship for many maintain control of our political system
through racialized voter suppression. Rather than invest in programs that improve equity, our
federal government spends fiftythree cents of every dollar on the war economy. Meanwhile, climate
change and ecological devastation from oil spills to pollution are wreaking havamn our lives and
livelihoods, even as the name of God is used to justify these attacks on poor people and the earth.

Why the Poor Peopleds Campaign: A
Revival

50 years ago, the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jand many otherscal AA &£ O A OOAOI 1 OOEI|
ET !'Ii AOEAA8 4EAU ET OEOAA DPATPI A xEI EAA AAAT AEO
A O & mifitarism, racism, and economic injustice to insist that people need not die from poverty in

the richest nation to everexist. They sought to build a broad, fusion coalition that would audit

America: Together, they would demand an accounting of promissory notes that had been returned

i AOEAA OET OOEZEAEAT O &£O01 A0G86 41 AAU OEAO AZ£EEI 006 EO

4EA 011 O 0 pgaigm IAANGtOnal #CAlll for Moral Revival has developed out of years of
organizing across the United States. In communities across this land, people impacted by systemic

racism, poverty, ecological devastation, the war economy and our distorted moral naria¢ have said

OEA OAI A OEEiT Cqg O7A xAT O O1 AA EOAAA 7A TAAA A ol
i AEA OEEO Al O1 OOU COAAO & O O1 1T ATU mEI O xEiIl EO E

To carry on this unfinished work, we are building a national movement fromhie states up. This is the

EETA T &£ i1T0ATATO xA TAAA O O1T1AAOGE xEAO $08 +EI
Al i p1l AAAT O TAOETTAI 1 EZA80 4EA EZECEOO A1 O OAAEAI |
were half a century ago. We face @isis in America: more than two in five Americans are poor or

low-income, while millions of children and adults continue to live without access to health care,

housing, clean water, or good jobs. At the same time, the issues of poverty and racism hawnbe

forced to the margins of the moral narrative and debate in our society. The distorted moral narrative

that dominates the discussion has a limited focus on personal morality, overshadowing and
supplanting a commitment to public morality rooted in a critque of systemic greed, racism, and

injustice.

There was a time when our nation fought a War on Poverty; now, it seems, we are waging a war on
the poor. Our social fabric is stretched thin by widening income inequality, while politicians
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criminalize the poor, fan the flames of racism and xenophobia to divide the poor, and steal from the
poor to give tax breaks to our richest neighbors and budget increases to a bloated military.

Why an audit
Because we believe in the importance of empirical analysis andaidlife stories,4 EA 01 1 O O0AT b1 .
Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revivdl T | | EOOET 1 AA OEEO OAOAEOGG6 1 £ OF

take stock of where our country has headed over the paS0 years and where we are today in order
to suggest where we musgo.

We are pleasedtorelease EA 31 01 O 1T £ 0110 &i1Ed ! OAEOEI ¢ ' AOE
Campaign Challenged Racism, Poverty, Midiism and Our National Moralityand with it, a clear
AOAI AxT OE A& O OEA 11 OAl rApaidnt ANatiohalEallids Morad Relival. 0 AT B1 A

This report shines a light on the facts, figures and faces of those most impacted by systemic poverty,

racism and militarism, over the past 50 years. It reminds us that we stand on the shoulders of freedom

fightA OO0 xEi EAI DAA 1 AAA OEA pwouw 0iT O 0AIDPIABO #AI
overcome systemic racism, poverty, militarism and the war economy and ecological devastation. It

AT T ZEOI O OEA EAAO OEAO xA T AAA Aalinihel@ndpwkingd A6 O # A
to shift the moral narrative in this country and proclaim that health care, voting rights, housing, living

wage jobs, education, just immigrationand equal protection under the law are the real moral values

we must hold up. It stows us that poor and marginalized people from all backgrounds, all places, and

all religions are organizing and fighting for their lives, rights and deepest values. It insists that all

humans have dignity and that life is sacred. In the stories and statiss shared in this Audit, we see

the heart, souls, and leadership of poor people who are standing up to injustice and building a new

world.

Why we must shift the moral narrative

4EA 01T O O0OAIPI AGO #AiI PAECI d ! . AOHE tigtdrted#ndrdl1 &l O
narrative, often promoted by religious extremists, from a focus on narrow issues like prayer in school,
abortion, and gun rights to a focus on how our society treats the poor, those on the miarg) the least

of these, LGBTQolks, workers, immigrants, the disabled and the sick; to how we institutionalize

equality and equal representation under the law; and how we realize the desire for peace, love and
harmony within and among nations.

In the 2016 Presidential Electionthere were 25 debates in the primaries and the general election.
Not one of these debates focused significantly on voter suppression, poverty, ecological devastation,
or the war economy, all of which are central issues that impact most of us living in treebnited States
most of the time. For too long the accepted moral narrative in America has blamed poor people for
their poverty, pitted people against each other, separated systemic racism from poverty and ecology
and the war economy, and spread the lie afcarcity: the idea that there is not enough to go around.
And we have inherited a language that is too timid and puny for the crisis we face. The language of
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left versus right and liberal versus conservative is too trivial to challenge the extremism that
overwhelms our public discourse. We need a deeper, moral language to name this crisis: we need
iTOAl Al ACEOU8B8 7A 160600 OAUh 0311 A OEETCO AOA 1160

Why a moral fusion movement?

4EA 0110 0AT Bl Ad Ol Ccallhor MofaER@\ive| is footed /@ mdrdl ahalysis based on
our deepest religious and constitutional values that demand justice for all. Every major religious
tradition places challenging oppression and criticizing systems of injustice at the center it moral
considerations. In addition, the moral principles of our Constitution are focused on establishing
justice for the general welfare. We have lost this direction and a moral revival is necessary to change
course and save the heart and soul of ourethocracy. This means lifting up and deepening the
leadership of those most affected by systemic racism, poverty, the war economy, and ecological
devastation and building understanding and unity across lines of division.

We know this is necessary becausda¢ rivers of resistance in our traditions echo their truths down

through the centuries. And we know it is possible because we have seen it in North Carolina and in

other states across the country. When extremist forces took over all three branches of gowerent

ET .1 O0E #AOI 1T ET Ah DPATDPI A AOEAA 100 ET OAOEOOAT AA
to our state house in 2013 and inspired the largest statgovernment-focused civil disobedience

campaign in U.S. history.

7A AOC AAAD £histoty ofifuSiéh pdlitdshand @mmitted to stand together. And we

learned something about extremism: the same folks who were attacking public schools in our state

were attacking health care. And the same folks against health care were against the LGBTQ
community. And they were against labor. And they were attacking immigrants and Muslims and poor

DAl pi As 'TA OF OI P EO All 1T &£&nh OEA AgOOAI EOGOO xA
voter suppression measures since Jim Crow. All of thesenmections revealed something deeper

about our movement: if they were cynical enough to get together on all of these issues, we had to be
courageous enough to come out of our singlissue silos and fight together in the streets, in the

legislature, in thecourts and at the ballot box.

Through sustained moral fusion organizing, we were able to push back against extremism for four

long years; to see political change in the defeat of an extremist Republican governor, the election of

a progressive majority toour state Supreme Court, a federal court order for special elections to
address racial gerrymandering in state legislature districts, and the overturning of a monster voter
suppression law that targeted African!l | AOEAAT O OxEOE Al | 1ctollingdt®@® CEAAI
federal court. What began with an outcry in North Carolina became a sustained movement for
political change through moral, fusion organizing, led by poor and impacted people.

And decades before, poor and homeless people in Pennsylvania,wN&ork, Michigan, Texas,

California, Massachusetts, Louisiana, Minnesota and many states across the country had united and

I OCAT EUAA AAOI 0O OAAEAI AT A CAiI COAPEEA 1TETAO O »
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rights. They stand ready nowtoco®ET OA OEA EECEO AT A AOEI A OEA 0110
Call for Moral Revival.

4EOT OCEI 00 ' i AGERAASAAEEBOEDUR O xT 1 AT 380 réad EEOACA
social change has come when impacted people have joined handshwillies of good will to stand

together against injustice. These movements did not simply stand against partisan foes. They stood

for the moral center of our Constitutional and faith traditions. Those deep wells sustained poor and

impacted people who knewin their bones both that power concedes nothing without a fight and that,

in the end, love is the greatest power to sustain a fight for what is right.

This moment requires us to push into the national consciousness a deep moral analysis as the
foundation for an agenda to combat systemic poverty and racism, war mongering, economic injustice,

voter suppression, and other attacks on the most vulnerable. We need a long term, sustained
movement led by the people who are directly impacted by extremism. The KasoCenter and

Repairers of the Breach and the dozens and hundreds of organizations we have worked with over

the years have laid the foundation for this campaign over the past decade. Much like Septima Clark

AT A OEA (ECEI AT AAO #AT QGheQ8sGs andBE60sE welhiave EdenBified3aAd=1 T 1 O
connected grassroots leaders across the nation who are ready to join hands with new allies for
sustained direct action that can fundamentally shift the narrative about who we are and who we want

to be in this land

This much is clearz our nation is in need of a movement, not just a moment. We are in need of
transformation not just transaction. We need change not charity. And this nonviolent, multiracial,

intergenerational, army of the poor is rising up to brealevery chain of injustice in the land.

During slavery, Harriet Tubman and Frederick Douglass and some Quakers and white evangelicals

ci 0 OI cCAOEAO AT A &I Oil AA A MEOOGEITT 11T O6AIT AT O OEAO AO
the right to vote, SojournerTruth and Elizabeth Cady Stanton got together, and they stood together

Ol OEl OOA&EZAEOACA xAO x118 %OAOU [ AET O O1 AEAT 11 OAT £
because a moral, fusion coalition came together and refused to stand down in the facéee OUOAT T U8 )

our time now.

Why alaunch, not just commemoration?

I'T $AAAI AAO th ¢mpxh COAOOOIT OO 1T AAAAOO AT A Al A<
Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival. This was the %5@nniversary of the call for a Poor

0AT PI A0 #AiI PAECT EIT pwoxToyws " OO OEEO #Ai PAECT I
others did 50 years ago. We believe the only way you can honor the work that has come before is to

reach back and pick up the b@n and continue to build a movement. We stand on the shoulders of

great leaders who have come before and fought for justice. But now this is our fight.

When thousands of people from at least 25 states across the country and Washington D.C. engage in
a saason of nonviolent moral fusion direct action, we will begin to break through the noise of racism,
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poverty, militarism, ecological devastation, and Christian nationalism to demonstrate that another
America is possible. Our work for the months and years ttbme is to build the political will and power
to become the country we have never yet been.

This will necessarily be a multiyear undertaking. The 40 days will not be the culmination of work
grassroots leaders are doing throughout the country, but daunch of a powerful, diverse,
constitutionally grounded, moral movement in the United States.

Why State Capitols and Washington DC?

We will build up the power of people and statebased movements to serve as a vehicle for a powerful,
long-term, moral movement in this country; and to transform the political, economic and moral
structures of our society. We recognize the need to organize at the state and local levelany of the
most regressive policies are being passed at the state level, and these policié have long and
lasting effect, past even executive orders. This movement must grow from the groung, not from
the top-down: We are nationalizing statebased moral antipoverty, anti-racist, pro-peace, pro
ecology movements with those most impactecdithe lead.

Why five interlocking injustices?

Our experience in communities across this land has revealed how these five injustices intersect in
America today. We have seen how systemic racism allows the powerful to deny the humanity of
others; by denying the humanity of others, they are given permission to exploit or exclude people
economically; they make use of their military powers to defend their ability to exploit and exclude
people, and to control resources; this quest for control of resources leattsthe potential destruction

of our entire ecosystem and everything living in it. And we see how the current moral narrative of
our nation both justifies this cycle and distracts us from it.

In Detroit, on the day that DACA was revoked by Donald Trumpyaung Latino man named Adonis

OO0T T A ET EOITO T /&£ A AOI xA AO AEOAOOGA AO '1 AOEAA Al
we went to the airports to stand with them. They came after our sick family members, and we fought

the repeal of the ACA. TRUG OA AT T ET C AEOAO $!'#! 11 xh AT A xAdO0OA
OOAT AET C &£ O 1T OOOAI 6GAOG8 7A60A OOATAET C A O All 1 £

Adonis was speaking at a press conference and mass meeting of the Campaign. This mass meeting
followed ones in Charlotte, Noth Carolina and Albuquerque, New Mexico; Detroit, Michigan; Topeka,

Kansas and Louisville, Kentucky; Charlottesville, Virginia and Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where Black,

brown, Native, white, young, old, Muslim, Jewish, Christian, agnostic, straight, and queeople
PDPAAEAA ET O ET OOAO 1T £ x1 OOEEDP O1 bDOI Al AEI OEAO xA
of values in our society.

This Campaign is bringing people together, breaking down walls that have been erected to divide us
and building the power d people to right the wrongs of society and bring liberty and justice for all.
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Why the souls of poor folk?

Indeed, there is a moral movement rising up in this country that is calling out these contradictioirs
our national morality. We are well aware ttat the only remedy for our moral crisis is a transformed
national heart: a moral movement for families and communities rooted in constitutional and sacred
values of compassion, empathy, and courageous dedication to the common good.

There is inalienable worth and intrinsic value to every person, regardless of wealth or public position.

ofT1T EAEAO OEAO EOOO OEA PIiTO AOA A OEITI1AOGEIT 1T /&£ O
declaration of the inherent value of every human being and a reminder & we are all worthy of the

very necessities of life. It is also in direct contradiction to those who make moral claims about caring

for the souls of people, but then pass policies that destroy their bodies and communities.

Please share the Souls of Poéiolk with anyone who has experienced this crisis first hand, or will
listen to those who have. We invite everyone interested in being a part of this movement to join the

01T TO 0Ai PI AGO #AIi PAECT ¢ ! . AQGETTAIl #Al1 £ O -1 O0AI

Sign the pledge to get involved by going teww.poorpeoplescampaign.org
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THE SOULS OF POOR FOLK

A Fusion Movement in the South: The Moral Monday/Forward Together Movement

The Forward Togethaa 2 NI £ a2 @SYSyiGx o6SGGSNI {y26y & daaz2Nlf a
protests in 2013 gave it the nickname, but the movement rested on seven prior years of cealitiding around
issues like poverty, public education, voting rightd] OA £ 2dzaGAOS>Y tAGAy3I 4 3¢S
protection and healthcare. In 2006, Rev. Dr. William J. Barber, Il, then President of the North Carolina NAACP,
corps of activists brought together sixteen progressive statewide organisatam launch the Historic Thousands on
Jones Street coalition (HKONJ).

¢tK24aS AAEGSSY 3INBs (2 Y2NB (KlIy (62 KdzyRNBR OAGAO
political forces that are against, say, gender rights, are often also stgadlucation equality, environmental justice,
FYR LRfAOASE (KIFG KSfLI GKS L1R22NE( NBOIFffa wSihddweNH
said this when Democrats were in officéo revive a new form of Fusion politics if we were gpia really address the
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state governments.
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without regard to race or property ownership, and made public education a constitutional right. In the 1870s, wk
supremacists overthrew democratic governance. But in the 1890s, the Fusion Movement rose again. Black citizen:
sought accesw® the ballot and safety from white terrorism joined with white farmers sick of exploitation by the bank:
railroads, and rising industrialists. They championed free public education, modest regulation of monopoly capital

FYR a2y S Yl y3 el&ctda Fasbiist gbéerndr, $vEept the legislature, and took both U.S. Senate set
Though hardly perfect, the Fusion coalition forged a bold experiment in interracial democracy. In 1898, w|
conservatives overthrew the government, stripped the votenir African Americans, and built a eparty Jim Crow
state that lasted until the 1960s. Fusion politics nevertheless lit a beacon in whose light the civil rights moven
marched and which the Moral Monday coalition lifted again.

In 2010, faright Repulicans took a majority in the legislature and drew new voting districts along racial lines. Tl
maneuver allowed them to win a letasive supermajority in 2012 They quickly passed bills designed to tamp down
voting by young people, Black, Latinxgoa people The legislature also slashed unemployment benefits, cut taxe:
on the wealthy and corporations while raising them on the bottom 95 percent of citizens. They eliminated the Ear
Income Tax Credit for 900,000 lower income families and blockedhsigraof Medicaid, which pushed half a million
poor people off their health insurance.

That spring of 2013, the Fusion coalition, avoiding partisan and ideological divisions and focusing on common r
and democratic values, stitched together a hugelitma of poor, wealthy and middlelass; medical professionals and
the uninsured; Christians, Jews, Muslims, and people from many other faith traditions alongsiddigimus citizens
who shared their belief in a social order grounded in love; LGBT@Igld I YR Sy @ANBYYSy il
advocates and labor unions; teachers and students; Democrats and Republicans.

The movement built momentum in 2013 by turning out people every Monday at the state legislature to protest t
outpouring of harsh athimmoral laws. On April 29, about a hundred people showed up and the Capitol Police arres
aSPSyiiSSy RSYZ2y&aiNI G2NE® h@SNI G6KS ySEG SAIKGSSY 4SS
jail in acts of civil disobedience. Tens of thousafidoded the General Assembly. Over the next four months, Nortt
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THE SOULS OF POOR FOLK

A Fusion Movement in the South: The Moral Monday/Forward Together Movement
Cont.

In 2014, the Moral Monday Movement gathered an estimated 80,000 for the Moral March on February 14. In 2C
the 40/ ANDdZA G [/ 2dzNI 2F ! LIJISIHta aidNuzOl R2géy o6KIFG GKSE
movement attorneys defeated the 2013 voter suppression bill.

In 2015, Rev. Barber and others from the Moral Monday Movement created Repairers oetiehBdedicated to a
moral agenda rooted in moral and constitutional values. On September 12, 2016, activists from Moral Monday
Repairers of the Breach, the Kairos Center for Religions, Rights and Social Justice, labor organizers from Fight f
faith leaders like Sister Simone Campbell and Nuns on the Bus, and religious and political groups across the 1
2NHFYAT SR da! a2N}Xf 5F& 2F | OGA2yé gAGK aAYdAg G yS2
DNR dzy R a2 NI f thel Gsgedtite (sthate gleéctedliofficials. In 2016, Repairers of the Breach made
O2YYAUYSyil G2 NBOAGS (GKS t22NJ tS2L)SQa /IYLIAIY &A
organizations across the country.

A Time of Crisis and Opportunity: The Kairos Center and Poverty Initiative

Kairos: The Center for Religions, Rights and Social Justice was launched in 2013 at Union Theological Seminary
C2N) /AGed ¢KS g2NR aYEAmGmeént whéh DppdriNdies &ide td dramatidlly tharigs
society and move it in a new direction. A kairos moment is often a time of crisis, but also transformation. True tc
name, the Kairos Center committed to continuing a long historgf social movements, grassroots onjgng and
religious and political education to strengthen transformative movements for social change.

The cornerstone program of the Kairos Center is the Poverty Initiative, which, over the course of a decade,
established a wide and deep networkrobre than 1000 community and religious leaders, representing more than 35
organizations and congregations spanning 30 states and 17 countries. This multiracial and diverse network is o
frontlines of the struggles for water, housing, welfare, liealare, education, farmworkerand food justice, living
gl 3Say ONARYAYlLf 2dzaGAOS NBTF2NYI AYYAINI YyiI NRIKGAX
network have roots in much earlier struggles for justice, including: the Nationahlfithe Homeless, the National
Welfare Rights Organization, the Amtar and Peace movements, and the Civil Rights and Black Freedom strugg
among others.

Through strategic dialogues, organizing tours, grassroots exchanges, public events andnmuiksions, the Kairos
Center has been able to expand and deepen this network over the past five years. This includes connecting wit
a2Nlf a2yRI@akC2NBIFNR ¢23SGKSNJ £ SFRSNBRKALJ Iy RlirdctérS
Rev. Dr. Liz Theoharis joined a80i 1S & a2 NI £ w SO .Batberf Rev. Dr2TdaNBlackmiork SisteSSihne
Campbell and Rev. Dr. James Forbes. This tour brought together clergy and community leaders, Fight for $15 Fas
workers, and othepeople of good conscience to raise up fundamental moral values of love, dignity, equality, a
democracy to the most pressing issues of our time.

In April 2017, the Kairos Center and Repairers of the Breach organized a gathering at the historic efigldatet
with more than 40 grassroots, community and religious leaders and cultural artists to begin planning towards the 2!
HAaMy t22NJtS2LXSQa /IYLFAIYY ! bladAzylt /Fff F2N a




DESPITE THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACTS OF 1957,
1960, AND 1964 AND THE VOTING RIGHTS
ACT OF 1965, JUSTICE IS NOT A REALITY
FOR THE BLACK, MEXICAN-AMERICAN,
INDIAN, AND PUERTO RICAN POOR.
DISCRIMINATION IN EMPLOYMENT,
HOUSING, AND EDUCATION NOT ONLY
PERSISTS, BUT IN MANY AREAS IS RAPIDLY
INCREASING.

COMMITTEE OF 100, STATEMENTS OF
DEMANDS OF THE RIGHTS OF THE POOR,
1968

SYSTEMIC
RACISM

IF YOU BELIEVE IN HEALTH CARE, IF YOU
BELIEVE IN LIVING WAGES, IF YOU BELIEVE
IN ADDRESSING POVERTY, YOU BETTER
MAKE SURE YOU UNDERSTAND VOTER
SUPPRESSION HITS BLACK FOLK FIRST, BUT
IT UNDERMINES ALL PEOPLE. IT HURTS
EVERY ONE OF US.”

- REV. DR. WILLIAM J. BARBER, Il, 2017
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The United States waduilt upon the structural denial of basic rights to people of color, establishing

a system of white supremacy. This system began with the genocide of indigenous people and slavery.
It concentrated economic and political power in the hands of a small numbef people through the
politics of oppression and division. While the laws, institutions, and outcomes associated with
systemic racismhave changed over the course of history, the inequality produced by it still operates
today. Recognizing and engaging icollective resistance againsthis political order is essential for
building power among the poor in America.

Circumstances have also changed since the midn OE A AT O0O6ous " U OEA 1 AOT AE
Campaign in 1968, the Civil Rights Movement hadlsieved several milestones for racial equality. The
Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 signaled major progress in ending overt
racism in public policy. Racist public discourse had also become less socially acceptable.

Yet the ruleof white supremacy continued to operate as a form of civic hierarchy, attaching political,

economic, and social benefits to racial identity. Political tactics aimed at stirring up White resentment

and fear of people of color persisted in the form of codeiwWOAO 1 EEA OxAl £FZAOA RNOA
OOAOAT OUPAO T EEA OEA 171 01 OET OO O7EITEA (1001176 AA
were used across the political spectrum and further embedded racial inequality in U.S. institutions,

cementing racial @ps in a wide range of areas.

After 2016, emboldened White nationalists took to the streets brandishing Nazi symbols and
glorifying the pro-slavery Confederacy, signifying aotable rise in the numberof U.Sbased hate
groups. This resurgence of racist rhetoric and organizing is rooted in the systemic retrenchment of
racial disparities across a number of areas in American society over the past 50 years. This inequality
operates beyond the individualsand communities most directly impacted to undermine the basic
tenets of our democracy and human rights.

This section identifies some of the key indicators of systemic racism in trends and policies relating to
voter suppression,immigration, education, health, and criminal justice.

Section I: Voter Suppression

More than 50 years after the Voting Rights Act, people of color still experience a broad range of
attacks on their voting rights, including racialized redistricting, voter ID laws, proof of citienship,
voter restriction hurdles, reduction of days for early and absentee voting, felony disenfranchisement,
purging of voter rolls, preemption laws, and emergency financial manager appointments. While
racialized voter suppression tactics havecontinually operated in the postcivil rights era, their
dramatic rise in the past decade has curtailed the democratic freedoms of millions in the U.S.

Despite an_overwhelming lack of evidence policymakers have successfully pushed the myth of
widespread voter fraud into political discourse. Inthe 21st century, voter suppression laws have
become an irreasingly popular strategy for restricting voting blocs that feature large numbers of
voters of color and the poor, creating barriers to voting along race and class lines.
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According to the Electoral Integrity Project, partisan redistricting and gerrymadering were the
greatest threat to fair elections in the United States in 2018n May 2017, theU.S. Supreme Court
ruled on the racially discriminatory intent of voter suppression laws, refusing to revive a North
Carolina election law that the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals had found to "target African Americans
with almost surgical precision."The court found that the following parts of the North Carolina law
disproportionately affected Black people: shortening early voting from 17 days to 10 days; voter ID
requirements; elimination of sameday registration and preregistration of some teenagers; and a ban
on counting votes cat in the wrong precinct. On January 9, 2018, a federal court ordered North
Carolina to redraw its districts on the grounds that they demonstrated partisan bias.

Recent court battlesover district lines in Native American communities further highlight the process

of racialized voter suppression strategiesAt least 17 statesin 2016 have seen cases brought to
litigation or tribal diplomacy involving voter suppression that has targeted Native American and/or
Alaskan Native voters. In some instances, Native American voters have had to travel an average of
two hours to submit a ballotwithout access to reliable public transportation.

In total, the Brennan Center for Justicdnas reported that 23 states adopted various forms of voter
suppression laws since 2010, including 13 with more restrictie voter ID laws (6 with strict photo ID
requirements), 11 with laws making it harder to register, 6 with reduced early voting days and hours,
and 3 that made it harder to restore voting rights for people with past criminal convictionBetween
2001 and 2012, 910 restrictive voter ID bills were introduced in state legislaturesThen, inthe 2013
Shelby County v. Holdease the Supreme Court struck down key provisions of the Voting Rights Act
that had required federal preclearance for certain jurisdictions.

Miss Rosanell Eaton: A Lifelong Fight for the Right to Vote

In 1942, Miss Rosall Eaton registered to vote ateéhage of 18 in North Carolina. She approached the Franklin Coun
Courthouse on a mule and was asked by a panel of three White men to stand up straight and repeat the Pream|
the Constitution. After she passed the literacy test, she became one @wHaldck people to be registered to vote in
the era of Jim Crow. A lifelong voting rights activist, she registered more than 4,000 people to vote in North Cart
And then in 2013, after 70 years of voting and because her name on her voter registraNdRc RA R y 204 Y|
license, she lost her ability to vote. She pressed on, making nearly a dozen trips to various state agencies and b
one of the key plaintiffs in the case against the North Carolina voting rights restrictions. As shiteasaitly in 2015,
Gl SNB L Y Fd ou @8SINB 2fR R2Ay3 (G(KS akyYS olddftAy3
f2y3aARS wSLlzofAOlIyaQ STF2NIa (2 StEAYAYIGS | ydRtoOd:
keep college students from voting by inflicting a heavy financial penalty on their parents if they attempt to vote a\
FNRBY K2YSX®! G GKS 13S 2F pux L FY FSR dzZLJ YR FANBR

All of this is consistent with a2015 national study which found that states with a high turnout of
voters of color in the previous presidential election were on average expected to see more than three
additional restrictive proposals every two years. Such {@s can have significant effects on voter
turnout. A University of California SanDiego study that looked at the most common voter
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suppression tactie voter ID laws? found that they doubled the turnout gap between Whites and
Latinx people in general elections, and nearly doubled the WhiBlack turnout gap in primary
elections.

By 2016, 14 stateshad new voting restrictions in place for the first time in a presidential election:
Alabama Arizona, Indiana, Kansas Mississippi, Nebraska New Hampshire Ohio, Rhode Island South
Caroling, Tennessee Texas Virginia, and Wisconsin. These steps disproportionately target low
income residents and neighborhoods of color. When including felony voter disenfranchisemeaight
out of the ten poorest states have macted voter suppression laws, or only recently saw such laws
overturned in federal court.

Sincel968, the number of disenfranchised voters has tripled, from 2 million t6.1 million Americans

in 2016, including one in thirteen Black adults. In four stategFlorida, Kentucky, Virginia, and
Tennesseg, more than one in five Black adults cannot vote. Nationally, 13 percent of all Black men
have been deniedhe right to vote. As theCenter for American Progresseports, the political barriers
that previously incarcerated Black men and women face go hd in hand with barriers to
employment, housing, public assistance and education.

The map in Figure 1.1 below reveals how voter suppression at the state level is often accompanied
by economic suppression. Thirteen states that passed voter suppression laws also opted not to accept
expanded Medicaid benefits offered under the Affordabledate Act, denying muckneeded supportto
more than a million people of color.

Caitlin Swain, a civil rights attorney who challenged the North Carolina voteuppression laws, has

TT OAA OEAOh O4EA OAI A OOAOGAOG OEAO EAOA OGEA 11006 OI
of healthcare, denial of living wages, the highest rates of incarceration and disproportionate
imprisonment of people of color, andhe highest rates of child poverty. Affordable housing, disability

benefits, medical care, income and living wages, protections against environmental racisangd the

divestment of longterm wealth in our communities foundationally depend on the right to arue

pii EOEAAI OI EAA8S
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Figure 1.1

VOTER SUPRESSION LAWS AND LACK OF MEDICAID EXPANSION

Sources: Repairers of the Breach, based on data from the Brennan Center for Justice and the Kaiser Family Foundation.
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relationship between voter suppression on the one hand and policies with heightened impact on the

poor on the other. In Michigan, under personal appointment by the governor, emergency managers

have sweeping powers, inalding the authority to dismiss elected officials, scrap labor contracts, sell

off public assets, and impose new taxes, yet they are not accountable to voters.

' AAT OAET ¢ Oi -EAEECAT 7Al &£A OKelleriarC widoGacet GiglAdr E UA OE |
protesting water shut-offs as one of th&domrichoh O %OAOU "1 AAE AEOU ET OEA O
under non-elected governmerns where an emergency manager appointed by the Governor has all the

powers of the government in one person: [they] can rewrite laws, repeal laws, sell assets, rewrite the

city charter, privatize departments, break union contracts..Three-quarters of the Back elected

I FEEAEAI O ET -EAEECAT EAOA A Athis meark that mdrdthan Aall AT A OC
jup PAOAAT Oq T &£ OEA OOAOGAGO "1 AAE OAckaetAfiicald EAOA
alongside 16.6 percent of Latinxduring 2008z2013h AT i PAOAA O1 ¢8t1 DPAOAAT O
population. Flint was under emergency management when the city decided to switch its water source

fromthe$ AOOT EO xAOAO OUOOAI O1 OEA &I ET O 2E#&no&th A 11 ¢
99,000 people, approximately 54percent Black and40 percent White.

Another two dozen state governments have suppressed democratic participation through
preemption laws that remove the power of local elected officials Theselaws can transfer power
from officials representing Black and Brown voters to a majority Whitestate electorate, to the
detriment of broader numbers of the poor. Local ordinances such asondiscrimination laws,
guaranteed paid sick days, and nutritional restrictios have been struck dowracross the country.
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Currently, 25 stateshave laws that preempt cities from passing their own minimum wage laws, many

in response to sucessful minimum wage campaigns.

The current U.S. administration has escalated racist, afithmigrant policies by stripping protections
for immigrants brought into this country as children, repeatedly attempting to ban immigratiorfrom
Muslim countries, proposing a massive southern border wall, stepping up deportation raids in
workplaces and other spaces frequented by Latinx people, and reducing admissions for individuals

Section II: Immigration

who had previously received refugee status.

And yet the sysemic racism that permeates our immigration policies is not new. Since 1968, there
has been a steady increase in federal spending aimed at keeping immigrants out of the country, the
bulk of it focused on the U.SMexico border. This has coincided with a damatic increase in the

numbers of deportations since 1996totaling about six million.

As Figure 12 shows, in 1976, the federal government spent $2 billion on border control and

T AT £ OAAT AT O | ET OI AAU GpéopldByi2016\ suéhq AT A
spending had risen to almost nine times that much, with about 11 times as many deportations. In

2016, 340,000 immgrants were removed or deported Meanwhile, the number of border patrol

Ei il ECOAOQEI

agents grew t019,437

by 2017 nearly five times as many as in 1992.

Figure 1.2
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Immigration detentions in prisons and jails have ao risen dramatically: from 1993 to 2013,
immigration detentions increased fivefold from about 85,000 to about 441,000 per year.These
detention centers have increasingly become sites of sexual and physical abus&:379 complaints
alleging sexual and/or physical abuse were filedetween 2010 and 2016with 1,016 instances of
sexual abuseMore complaints were submitted against Immigrationrand Customs Enforcement (ICE)
than any other Department of Homeland Security agency. LGBT immigrants dfetimes more likely
than other detainees to experience sexual assault in confinement, and fatieproportionately high
rates of discretionary detainment by ICE officials that overide protocol or policy recommendation.

In El Paso, Texas, this discretion is also taking form in a new practice of separating children from
OEAEO EAITEIT U [ AT AAOO AT A ET1AET C¢ OEAI ET OAEEI A A
be kept in detention.

Migrant deaths have increasedunder border enhancementlaws, as individuals are purposefully
directed towards more dangerous migration corridors. And as the number of states implementing
immigration laws has increased in the past decade, research has found thatidences of physical
and verbal abuse by enforcement officers have risersavell.

Beyond Immigrant Rights: The Border Network for Human Rights

The Border Network for Human Rights (BNHR) has been organizmlgriresalong the U.SMexico border for nearly
twenty years. With a membership of more than 4,000 people, including overfailies in West Texas and New
Mexico,BNHR has established deep relationships across multiple border communities, including with local bo
enforcement. Out of this long engagement, families and loved ones are now able to meet with each othemfor a
short minutes on the U.SJexico border in the Rio Grande river. This recognition of their humanity is one step towar:
. bl wQa o0 NERBI RSN @AsEXxe2uive Difectdl Beviango GeldickeKpi@gte not only an immigrant
rightsorganizag y > 6S | NB | KdzYly NARIKGEA 2NHIFYATFdA2Yy GKIQ
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border as a place of lawlessness, in comparisch | y | LIJ NByiGfée 2NRSNIeé&g ! of{ o
border is portrayed as the opposite of lawful, it becomes especially criminal. This has justified the building of bo
fences, border walls, the posting of thousands of agents, anéhitreased number of weapons and arms at the U.S.
aSEAO2 02NRSNX®®nodzie 2@OSN) GAYSS 6S KI @S aSSy Iy
militarization of police departments in the interior. We saw that they learned out of the bordezresqe how to
militarize a police department and give them the tools to repress and persecute people in the interior of the Unit
{GdrisSaxzs8 1y2¢ 0GKIFIG ¢S ySSR G2 GF1S dzaJ G6§KS RSONRY
demilitarize ourcommunities. And we need a democratic process that is accountable to our communities. None
GKSaS | NB dzyAljdzS (2 02NRSNJ O2YYdzyAlASad LG Aa ¢KIQ

Meanwhile, child poverty rates among immigrantsioubled from 1970 to 2000, leaving 21.6 pecent
of immigrant children impoverished. Researchershave found that the impact of immigration
enforcement measures affects lovincome children, leading to greater difficulty in affordirg basic
expenses, paying rent, or paying for utilities. Children of immigrants fare worse in terms of health
than children in households headed by U.S. citizens arghildren with at least one unauthorized
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parent suffer from increased rates of psychologicalistress, while having less acceds public health
programs.

Foreign-born immigrant workers experience disproportionately high rates ofdangerous working
conditions, wage violations andsexual harassmentThese figures are often worse for women. 2010
survey of 150 farmworker women in California? an industry predominantly employing foreign-born
immigrant workers? found that 80 percent had experienced some form of sexual harassmeaver
twice the national rate. Exploitative working conditions are largely caused by the structure of low
wage industries that immigant workers are concentrated in, such as the prevalence of contractors,
exemptions to minimum wage laws, unequal status for migrant workers, underfunded government
enforcement, and low union membership. These industry characteristics have historically bee
enforced throughracist American labor and industry legislation with negative impacts for all low
wage workers in the U.S.

Section llI: Education

Educational divides are another dictor in racebased gaps and crucial to understanding the

connection between systemic racism and poverty. From 2000 to 2014, the U.S. Government
Accountability Officefound that the percentageof K-12 public schoolswhere 75 to 100 percent of

the students were Black or Hispanic and eligible for free or reduceplrice lunch (a commonly used

indicator of poverty) increased from 9 to 16 percentOf all students attending highpoverty schools

in 2013, the overwhelming majority were students of color. Compounding the challenges facing these

schools, the analysis found that Latinx student® AT A 01T AA O GOBtbrlyhy ratdpdA CAOA A
class, but also by language acce3hese schools disproportionatey held students back in 9th grade

and offered disproportionately fewer college preparatory, science, and math courses.

Figure 1.3

PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS ATTENDING HIGH-POVERTY SCHOOLS BY RACE,
2013-14

=Black ®Hispanic ®*White ®=Asian ® Other

Source:U.S. Government Accountability Office
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_ THE SOULS OF POOR FOLK
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White and Black students, across age categories. While this gap has narrowed over tiitngtill exists.
A similar gap exists between White students and Latinx students.
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40 percent and these disproportionately target Black and other disempowered youth. Black girls are

six times more likely than White girls to receive suysensions. Black boys are three times more likely

to receive suspensions than White boys. Black youth a0 percentmore likely and Latinx youth

are 65 percent more likely to be detained or committed than their White counterparts, despite the

recent rise ofalternatives to juvenile detention.

Figure 1.4
PERCENTAGE OF PERSONS 257029 YEARS OLD WITH ATLEASTA
BACHELOR SDEGREE BY RACE
70% 62.7%
60%
0% 421%
40%
30% 228% 5 25.3%
20% 15.6% 18.5% 16.3%
10% 53% l .
0% [ |
1968 2015
mBlack mHispanic mWhite ® Asian mPacific Islander m American Indian and Alaska Native

Source:National Center for Education StatisticsData for Whites in 2015 is for norHispanic Whites only. Data for Hispanics, Asians,
Pacific Islanders, American Indian and Alaska Natives not available for 1968.

For higher education, figure 14 shows that in 1968, White people in the 2829 year age group were
nearly three times as likely as Black people to have completed four or moreays of college. By 2015,
the ratio had narrowed, but White people were still almost twice as likely as Black people and Pacific
Islanders and almost three times as likely asatinx and Native Americans to have this level of
education.

One major barrier to higher education for many poor people of color is the rising cost. According to
the National Center for Education Statisticsthe price tag for attending a fouyear college h 2015
(including tuition, room and board, and fees) was $25,409 2.5 times as much as in 1968, adjusted
for inflation. These costs have outpaced real median household income, requiring students and their
families to spend a higher proportion of their budgés towards the rising costs of education.
According to a2018 study from the Levy Institute, in 1990, average tuition and fees totaled 6.3
percent of median household income and 17.6 percenthen including room and board. By 2014,
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average tuition and fees had more than doubled, totaling 15.9 percent of median household income;
with room and board, costsoseto 34.7 percent.

While U.S. colleges and universities have historically reproduced inequality in various formte
rapid growth of high-cost, highrisk, for-profit colleges is particularly problematic. Black people,
women, and especially lowincome women of color are dispoportionately enrolled in for-profit
institutions: among for-profit college students,64 percent are womern 52 percent are people of color,
50 percent have dependent childen, 51 percent work fulltime while enrolled, and 59 percentare
unlikely to receive tuition support from their family. At the same time, less expensive and higher
guality institutions are struggling after decades of declining public investmentmost notably the
Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUSs.)

To meet these costs, there has been a steep rise in student debt, which now affects about 44 million
Americans. As ofvlarch 2017, aggregate student loan debtvas $1.34 trillion in the United StatesAs

the January 2018Levy Institute report concludes (Evenbelow-average student loan balances can be
problematic for low-income borrowers choosing between making ofiime payments and other
AET AT AEAT AAI AT Ad8oO

Black families, on averagecarry more loan debt than White families: 81 percent of Black people

attending public universities and 86 percent attending private universities take on debt, compared
to 63 percent and 72 percent for White people. Among Latinx populations, 87 percent attending
private universities also take on debt.

Figure 1.5

CUMULATIVE STUDENT DEBT GROWTH SINCE 1999

S00% = Cumulative growth of student loan debt §00%

= Housenoid dedt less student loan debdt

100% 100%¢

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Source: Federal Reserve Bank of New York
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Figure 1.6
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Source:Demos The Debt Divide

Many of these costs and debt burdens are carried by women, especially women of color, who are also
the most likely students to be raising children while pursuing a possecondary degreeNearly half-

47 percent- of Blackwomen in college have dependent childrenfollowed by approximately two in
five Native American or Alaska Native women (41 percent) and Hawaiian or Pacific Islander women
(39 percent). Among ingle students with children, 88 percent are poor or lowincome, and the
average debt of student mothers one year after graduation is $3,800 higher than women without
children and almost $5,000 higher than men without children.

Section IV: Housing Discrimination and Segregation

With the passage of the Fair Housing Act of 1968, the era of legalized housing discrimination was
brought to an end. The law made it illegal to avoid renting or selling to people because of their race,
among other categoriesDesite the ban on housing discrimination, racism in the housing market
continued to deliver unfair outcomes to people of color, especially poor people of color. This is in part
due to the rising costs of housing. Over the past 30 years, rents have gone wgigathan income in
nearly every urban area in the country, while the median cost of a home has ballooned fr&23,500

in 1968 to $323,000 in 2018 In this context, households and individuals who also face discriminatory
hiring, wage disparities and debt burdens are at a severe disadvantage.
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Even among those households that can afford such housing costs, discrimination in the market
continues toreduce access to affordable housing\n audit by the Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD)in 1977 found that Blackpeoplehad a 27 percent chance ofding discriminated
against on a visit to see &ental apartment and 15 percent on a visit to see a honfer sale. Through
subsequent audits in 1989, 2000, an@012 the Department found that discrimination had greatly
decreased against Black people since the 1970s, but still persisted. For example, Black homebuyers
who contacted agents hout homes were able to see about 18ercent fewer homes in 2012 than
equally qualified White people.

| £OAO pwouyh O7EEOA Al E Ceéofdlhined®@f ifcredsiBglriek 6f ecdtiom©EA OO,
segregation within inner cities, resulted in continued segregation While segregation has marginally

easedin recent years, the process of gentrification has taken hol®isplacementhas driven many of

the same poor Black and Brown minority communities that settled in the urban ghettos out of their
neighborhoods. A range of studiesE A OA &l O T-roves Eohgbntrifigl neighborhoods are

wealthier, Whiter and of higher educational attainment and outmovers are more likely to be reners,

poorer, AT A PATPIT A T &£ AT 110806 4EI OA OEAO OAI AET ET CAl
that may have once boasted numerous housing options for levand moderateincome households,

are confronted with increasing housing costsgeared toward higherincome buyers and renters.

Housing prices can climb even higher if the demand for housing exceeds the available supply. Either

way, those withincomes less able to accommodate growing housing costs are finding it increasingly

difficult to secure housing.

In some rural communities in the South, basic housing infrastructure has not been updated in years,
sometimes decades. As Catherine Floweran Air Force veteran and native of Lowndes County,
Alabama, describes: "It's shocking to see that there hasn't been a big investment in terms of housing
since the 1960s and 1970s, maybe part of the early 1980s. Then it was through programs ltke
Farmers Home Administration, a rural housing program that gave people resources to develop
housing. Instead what I've found is that in 2000, the USDA was sending money back to Washington.
It wasn't spending its resources in those communities for infrastructure.”

Section V: Criminal Justice System

Over the past 50 years, the criminal justice system has become a critical institutional anchor of
OUOOAT EA OAAEOI 8 041 &ledto dkyrockéitgEahndal federaldiEodignAr) E A
spending on prison® $7.5billion in 2017, a tenfold increase over 1976 and increased policing of

poor communities to fill them. The 1970s marked the beginning of ancreasein longer prison terms

and a reduction in early releasesSince 1968, the number of sentenced inmates in U.S. state and
federal prison of all races grew froml87,914 in 1968 to 1,458,000in 2016. This is despite the fact

that, in recent years, carpaigns against mass incarceration have effectivehgduced thenumbers of
inmates from big cities Today,the United States has the highest incarceration rate in theorld,

almost 5 times theOrganization for Economic Ceapperation and Development (OECDgverage.
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In 1978 (the first year for which racial demographics are available) people of color made up less than
half of the prison population. By 2016, they compried 66 percent, a fivefold increase in total
numbers. According to theUrban Institute, increasingly long sentences, mandatory minimums, and
three-strikes policies have all had a disproportionate impact on people of coloBlack men born in
2001 are almost six times more likely to be incarcerated in their lifetimes as White men born in the
same year while Native American women are currently admitted to prison atsix times the rate of
White women.

Figure 1.7

U.S. federal and state prison population by race

2016 (TOTAL INMATES:1,458,173)

1978 (TOTALINMATES: 306,602)

[PERCENTAG

»

*Black ®*White =Other * Black s Hispanic =White =Other

Source: U.S. Department of Justice. TR816 datawere collected forWhite (non-Hispanic), Black (non-( EOBDAT EAQh AT A ( EODAT EA
includes American Indians and Alaska Natives; Asians, Native Hawaiians, and Other Pacific Islanders; and persons of two o# raoes.

The 1978 data were collected for: White, Blackh AT A O OEAOh6 xEEAE ET Al OAAA i AQEAAT YT AEAT
Islanders). Hispanic ethnicity of inmates was not determined in 1978, a year which people of Spanish descent made uppgercent ofthe

total population.

Women held in local jails are the fastesgjrowing segment of incarcerated people in the United States,
and the majority of them are Black or Latinx, according to2017 study by the MacArthur Foundation
and the Vera Institute of Justice. From 1970 to 2014, the total female jail population increased
fourteen-fold from under 8,000 to nearly 110,000. More than 80percent of these women were
imprisoned for non-violent offenses.
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Rural and Urban Incarceration

Since 1970 there has been a shift in rural and urban incarceration trends. As reported by thestiere lin 2017,
counties with fewer than 250,000 people drove jail growth between 1970 and 2013. This may be due to a natit
increase in pretrial detention that, especially in the past decade, has been concentrated in rural counties: w
national prdrial detention rates have increased by 68 percent, the rate for rural counties increased by 436 perci
during this same period.

These trends may reflect the limited resources in rural counties, contributing to the financial incentives to grow je
AODZ2NRAY3 (2 (GKS SNI LyaidaAaddaiekowdédsictiefdl ghik stateTpNEBNYsys sk
neighboring county jails, and the federal immigration detention systeffmave propelled an evezxpanding need for
jail beds, providing counties witidditional income streams through pdiem payments for each person they board
in from other systems. Such payments...can add up to substantial revenue fosteagped rural jurisdictions,
because many oubf-county boarders often stay for long period§time. This is especially true for people who are
serving multiyear state sentences, or undocumented immigrants who are fighting deportation orders and awaiti
formal adjudication in an overworked and une®S & 2 dzNOSR AYYAINIF A2y O2dzNI &eé

Racial sentencing disparities worsen the impact of the criminal justice system on poor communities
of color. According tothe NAACR for example, while Black and White people use drugs at similar
rates, the imprisonment rate of Black people for drug charges is almost six times that of White people.
And even though Black people represent just 12.5 percent of illicit drugsers, they make up nearly
30 percent of those arrested for drug offenses. Similarly, Black men receive sentences 19 percent
longer than White men for the same crimes, according to thénited States Sentencing Commission
and aredisproportionately targeted for capital punishment.

Returning citizens facemajor difficulties upon their release from prison, especially as some states
ban those with felony convictions from access to social assince, voting rights, and work licenses.
Barriers to reintegration contribute to social and economic marginalization of people who were
formerly incarcerated, their families, and their communities.The requirement to state felony
convictions on job appliations also present a barrier to reintegration into the economyAccording

to Pew, the typical former inmateearns$179,000lessby age 48 tharthey would have earnedf they

had never been incarcerated. Incarceration depresses the wages of Black men 9 percent, of Latinx
men 6 percent, and of White men 2 percent.

Durell Gilmore, an organizer with Sunflower Community Action in Kasaes, testified to these
conditions:

Oam from Kansas, where they spenfi7 out of every $10on juvenile services resources to incarcerate
young peogde, with clear racial bias in sentencing and detainment. When | was 20 years old, | was
handed down a heavy sentence for my first criminal offense, with the threat of spending 7 years in
prison. | pleaded out to a severe felony charge and three years oropation. This has haunted me. It
has made it difficult to work and live and be the kind of father | desperately want to be to my children.
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My probation officer told me that instead of going to college full time, it was a condition of my
probationtowork4t ET OO0 A xAAE8 31 1T1x ) x1T OE 11 OA O
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sentences of five years and are awaiting release after serving two years of thahce.After being

beaten, shot in the back and left to bleed out on the ground, Reggie was kicked repeatedly by Wichita

police officers until his lungs collapsed. He spent two years in solitary confinement. Durell describes
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From Deindustrialization to Mass Incarceration in Los Angeles

Luis Rodriguez has been educating and working in South Central and East Los Angeles with poor and incarc
youth for the pas60years. He grew up amid the Watts Uprising in 1965 and joined his first gang at the age of 11.
used his position as the Poet Laureate of L.A. to raise awareness around incarceration, poverty, and racism. He
the cofounder of the Tia Chuclia€utural Center in the San Fernando Valley, the only cultural hub for the pool
especially poor youth, in the region.

[ dzAd RS&aONROSE (KS HARSALINBIR AYLI OG 2F aeaidiSvyao
particularly in South CentraélA. and East L.A., together. These areas were created by Black and Brown labor brol
in to work in the [steel mills, garment factories, auto plants, aerospace and defense] industries. Restrictive coven
in the 1930s and 1940s kept us in our own kT They kept the poor impoverished. Watts was born out of this, anc
most of South Central, most of Boyle Heights, most of East L.A. was created that way. Then deindustrialization |
very hard- it lost 300 factories by 1984nd the most impacted comunities were ours: South Central, Watts, East
L.A. At the same time, the crack epidemic began. L.A. soon became the gang capital of the world. From 1980 to
up to 15,000 young people were killed in the streets of L.A. due to treakbed gang warsral drug wars Bloods,
Crips, the large Mexican gangs that are now known around the countwyere actually created by a system of
poverty. Mass incarceration quickly followed. Today, California has the largest prison system in the country, upw
of 170000 people are imprisoned and -B® percent are Black and Brown, even though Black and Brown people or
YFE1S dzld nn LISNODSyid 2F GKS LRLIzZ | GA2y dé

It is important to note also that the policing of poor communities and communities of color continues

to be fatal, as local police departments have become militarized and equipped with weapons from

ourwars. S0UAAOO AEOAO OEA O/ OAT CAAOOGC - AOOAAOARG xEAC
students were acquitted, young Black males remainine times more likely to be killed by police

officers than other Americans. Likewise, rates of police killings for Native American and Latinx men

are disproportionately higher relative to White men. The shootersn these killings haverarely been

convicted.
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Revamped Surveillance and Social Control

Surveillance and social control has atsmlved since the 1960s and 1970s. The COINTELPRO FBI program, w
AyOf dzZRSR (KS SANBGIGI LAY 2F wSGd 5N al NIAY [ dzi KSN
attempted to destroy organizations on national security grounds. Wiplerations under the official COINTELPRO
program ended in 1971, its tactics have evolved through various federal, state, and local initiatives. For example
New York Police Department has engaged in a process of monitoring Muslim communities, géfigtautions,

d0dZRSYy (G 3INRdAzLIAS LI 2N) LIS2 L)faSe@si202NH | yAT | GA2yas | yR 2

In the 1990s, Broken Windows policing gained prominence, arguingrtinair crimes were cause for interdiction and
arrest, allegedly in order to prevent major incidents. However, the programs served as a thinly veiled pretext
harassing and imprisoning members of Black and Brown communities. For instance, in 2013 ahjkagiefound
GKIFIG bSg 2Nl Q& LRfAOS RSLINILYSylh dzyOz2yatAddziAzyl
program. At the height of the program, in 2011, police ma@g.724 stops of which 53 percent were of Black people
and 34 percent were of Latinx people.

Surveillance of Muslim, immigrant, lewcome, and Black and Brown communities has expanded with the use of ne
technologies. In 2003, the Department of Homelandd2Bcdh (1 @ Q& { LISOA Lt wSIAAGNI G A
Muslim men to present themselves for fingerprinting, eye scans, and questioning. The 2001 U.S.A. PATRIOT Act
F3lrAyad GGKS aYFGSNRARLFE &dzlJli2 NIi ¢ 2 F zdiaStiuasBkNHoaating Knbnay tad
specific charities, attending events, and otherwise lawful activities. Meanwhile, the enlistment of state and lo
policing agencies in immigration enforcement amid stepped up deportations further forced immigrants rndetg
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THE REAL VIOLENCE IN AMERICA IS
STARVATION, UNEMPLOYMENT, SLUM
HOUSING AND POOR EDUCATION.

— CORETTA SCOTT KING, 1968

POVERTY &
INEQUALITY

IN THE ECONOMY OF THE 21ST CENTURY,
ONLY A TINY PERCENTAGE OF THE
POPULATION IS IMMUNE FROM THE

POSSIBILITY THAT THEY COULD FALL INTO

POVERTY AS A RESULT OF BAD BREAKS
BEYOND THEIR OWN CONTROL. THE

AMERICAN DREAM IS QUICKLY BECOMING

THE AMERICAN ILLUSION.

- PHILIP ALSTON, U.N. SPECIAL
RAPPORTEUR ON EXTREME POVERTY AND
HUMAN RIGHTS, 2017
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war economic boom that, coupled with a wave of social movement organizing, resulted in real gains

in wages and living conditions. As a result of popular struggle and especially the Civil Rights
Movement, the Civil Rights Act, Voting Rights Act, Immigration and Nationality Aeind thewar on

poverty programs, public attention and resources were dire@d towards civil rights, education,
employment, health care, social securityand foodsecurity.

Although racial, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, and geographic disparitigemained,
these social programg and the people, movements and omnizations that fought for thenm
ensured that the gains from an expanding economy were more widely distributed than they
otherwise would have been. The sysims of oppression created by whitegpremacy, patriarchy, and
other structures that suppressed so manyhad not yet been dismantled, but the days of Jim Crow
seemed behind and hardvon gains in the arenas of civil rights and economic equality poised to
continue.

However, since that time there has been a reversal of many of those gaiBsginning in the 197G,

wages for the bottom80 percent havelargely remained stagnant, while the costs of basic neetike

housing, health care, foodAT A CAO EAOA OEOAT 8 $11 AOGOEA 1 AAT O 1 AC
OEA AT 00T i 86 4EA NOAT OEOW cohitnA bedad Al skeddy detliveE. ET AO
Deindustrialization spread, most deeply hitting the Midwest and parts of the South and West coast

that were industrial centers of the economy in earlier decades.

During the next30 years, the US. economy became increasigly polarized. We have witnessed the

historic destruction of the former middle class. Public goods like education, health care, and water

xAOA POEOAOGEUAAS8 %OAT AO AOOEOOAT AA DPOI COAI O 1 EEA
Earned Income Tax €&dit were added to the safety net, the critical cash assistance program was

effectively dismantled when it became block granted to the states bso-A A1 1 AA @A Al GHAGD A
legislation in the mid-1990s. Attacks on the safety net were often achieved usingaist appeals, by

both Democratic and Republican parties alike. Financial deregulation allowed banks to engage in

increasingly speculative investments and led to the housing bubble and financial crisis of 26@D08.

yT OEA O' OAAO 2 Alavked Oé&rd were sutdinddatiackd BnAh® Ne®iDeal and Great
Society programs and an ideological shift away from government accountability for the general
welfare. Walmart emerged as the single largest employer in the country and emblematic of the
widening inequality: its shelves are stocked withgoods produced by exploited workers in poor
countries, its U.S.workers represent the single largest group of food stamp recipients, and the six
members of the Walton family own as much wealth asearly 43 percent ofAmerican families.

During these years, acial wealth gaps have widened angatterns of gentrification pushed the poor,

especially poor people of color in urban centers, further away from jobs, transportation, education
and other services. Thepercentage of people living in deep or extreme poverty has increased since
1975. By 2016 46 percentof people living in poverty had incomes less than half of the poverty line.
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Women, children, and LGBTQ populations contingeo fall into poverty. Rural economieswere left
behind.

This chapter will take a closer look at these conditions and at how poverty has changed over the last
50 years.

Section I: What Does it Mean to Be Poor In the United States?

EA pwoy 01T T O 0AT PI A8O #Al PAECT xrddénJohAsbridéclarddd A1 OO
Ox AO T 150 yedrsdale) Bdvesisdgood and bad news in the struggle to eradicate poverty.

>\-b

AEA CIiTA TAxO EO OEAO [EAAAO prbvenetiettifefindetluciypoekto U 1 AO6
overall. In 2012, for instance, gvernment programs providing nutrition and early education

assistance, health coverage, access to affordabtausing, employment and income supports, the child

support program, and refundable tax creditut the poverty rate to half of what it would have been

with out such programs.n fact, the effectiveness of the social safety net in 2012 was times that of

what it was in 1967.

The bad news is that poverty still plagues the multiracial population of poor peoplélhe official
poverty rate for all Americans was 19 percent in 164 and12.7 percentin 2016, butnearly all of that
reduction camein the years following the introduction of War on Poverty programs. Compared to
pwoe Yh dificidl pouedtyrate is virtually unchanged. And because our population has grown by
more than 122 million people in these years, this means that there are 15 million more poor people

today than there were 50yearsag8 & OOOEAOh OAAADP Pl OAOOUhS AAAEET AA
federal poverty level, hagisen from 3.7 percent in 1975 (earliest available) t&.8 percent in 2016

Measuring Poverty

TheU.S. Census Bureases two primary means of measuring poverty: the Official Poverty Measure (OPM) and t
Supplemental Poverty Measure (SPM). The OfficiatRpMeasure is an incordgased standard that uses the Federal
Poverty Line (FPL) to define poverty. Hidfor 2016quantifies poverty for a single person younger than age 65 as
having an annual income of $12,486 or less. For a single person above 65, it is $11,514 aamoligzehold of two
adults and two children it is $24,339. By the Official Poverty Measure (OPM), mor@&haiflionAmericans (nearly
30percentofil KS G2GFf LI2LJz F GA2Y 0 | NB -ASAORKSNI Aoy ALGAF SIINIOES §
line). That number rises td40 million people (43.5 percenijhen usingthe SPM which takes into account federal
assistance resources, such as refundable tax credits, as well as critiezlpmaket expenses for food, clothing,
housing, and utilities. It also takes into account geographic differeincassts of living.

Due to the availability of data, for most of the statistics used in this section, this report uses the OPM. However, wl
possible, the SPM is used to help illustrate the broader extent of economic hardship people are facinglzow to
how effective the safety net has been in keeping people from falling below the federal poverty line.



https://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty-united-states-50-year-trends-and-safety-net-impacts
https://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty-united-states-50-year-trends-and-safety-net-impacts
https://aspe.hhs.gov/system/files/pdf/154286/50YearTrends.pdf
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/income-poverty/historical-poverty-people.html
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2017/demo/P60-259.pdf
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/2017/demo/poverty_measure-how.html
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/income-poverty/historical-poverty-thresholds.html
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/income-poverty/historical-poverty-thresholds.html
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2017/demo/P60-259.pdf
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2017/demo/p60-261.pdf
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Section Il: Who Is Poor in the U.S.?

Poverty touches every demographic of our society. There were 40.6 million poor people in the United

States in 2016. White people made up2.5 percentof the poor (17.2 million). The next two largest

groups were Latinx at 27.4 percent (11.1 million) and Black peoplet22.7 percent (9.2 million) of

OET OA ET bl 6AOOuUs ' OEAT 'Ii AOEAAT O 1 AAA OP t18x DPAO

People of color are disproportionately impacted by poverty. In terms of examining poverty rates
within racial groups, Native Americans and Alaskan Natives have theighest rate of poverty, at 26.2
percent.Black peoplehave the second highest intraracial poverty rate, at 22 percent. This is followed
by Latinx people (19.4 percent), White people (1percent), and Asian Americans (10.1 percent). For
the nation as a whole, the poverty rateising the OPM was 12.7 percent and using the SPM was 14.0
percent.

Figure 2.1

POVERTY RATES BY RACE

10% N

1968 1973 1978 1983 1988 1993 1998 2003 2008 2013

Asian and Pacific Islander = American Indian and Alaska Native

Source:U.S. Census BureaData for American Indian and Alaska Native population is from th@merican Community Survey

The vast majority of poor peoplein 2016, almost 62 percent, were adults between the age of 18 and

64. Children below the age of 18 made up3 percentof OEA T AOET 160 DI T O ET c¢mpc
people). Children tend to be disproportionately represented among the poor as compared to adults:

one in five children is poor in the U.S. versus one in eigatults. Eighteen percent o#ll children in

the U.Sunder the ageof 18 are poorand just & many live in foodinsecure households. If using the

SPM/15.2 percentof children were poor in 2016.
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https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/income-poverty/cps-pov/pov-01.html#par_textimage_10
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https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/income-poverty/historical-poverty-people.html
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_16_1YR_S0201&prodType=table
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/visualizations/2017/demo/p60-259/figure7.pdf
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/visualizations/2017/demo/p60-259/figure7.pdf
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/visualizations/2017/demo/p60-261/figure1.pdf
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Figure 2.2

CHILDPOVERTY RATES BY RACE
50%
45%
40%
35%
30%
25%
20%
15% W
- ’\/—/N—\'_V\
5%

0%
1974 1979 1984 1989 1994 1999 2004 2009 2014

e———Black  e==Hispanic e\ hite —em—Asian == Armerican Indian and Alaska Native

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

According to calculationsby the Urban Institute using data derived from the Panel Study on Income
Dynamics between 1968 and 2009, almost four ifh0 children spend at least one year of their lives in
poverty before they turn 18.

The morethan 13 million children who spent 2016 in poverty were dispropottionately children of
color. Analysisfrom Economic Policy Institute showedthat poverty affected33.8 percent of Native
American children, 30.8 percent of Black children, and 26.6 percent of Latinx children in 2016. The
poverty rate for White children was 10.8 percent. More than 25 percent of immigrant children
experienced poverty in 2016.

While the SPM for children in povertyin 2016 is 15.2 percent 2.8 percent lower than the OPM

the SPM for children living between 100 to 200 percent of theoverty threshold is 36.7 percent,
significantly higher than the OPM of 21 percent. This means that according to the SPM, 51.9 percent
of children are poor or lowincome.

Poverty rates for womenare higher than those for men in all age groupsln 2016, 13.4 percentof

women aged 1864 (representing 13.4 million women) were living below the povertyline, compared

to just 9.7 percent of adult men in this age group (9.4 million men)Households led by single women

with children in 2016 had a poverty rate of35.6 percent, according to calculations from the National

7T 1T AT860 , Ax #A1T OAOh x E EATE3 perde rate fodoliserOEsfed by ingE AA OE
men with children.

Poverty was a particularly acute problem for women otolor: the National Women's Law Center
determined that 21.4 percent of Black women, 18.7 percent of Latinx women, and 22.8 percent of

Native American women were amongtie poor in 2016. Slightly more than 16 percent of immigrant
women lived in poverty. Almost ten percent ofVhite women (9.7 percent) lived in poverty in 2016.
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https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/publication/65766/2000369-Child-Poverty-and-Adult-Success.pdf
https://www.epi.org/publication/one-third-of-native-american-and-african-american-children-are-still-in-poverty/
https://www.epi.org/publication/one-third-of-native-american-and-african-american-children-are-still-in-poverty/
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2017/demo/p60-261.pdf
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https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/income-poverty/historical-poverty-people.html
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Adult women with disabilities experienced a poverty rate that was more than twice that for adult
women without disabilities (30.7 percent versus 12 percent).

Figure 2.3

POVERTY RATE AMONG PEOPLE 18-64 YEARS BY GENDER
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Households led by single mothersomprised almost 30 percent offamilies in 2016 with incomes
below the poverty line for the past twelve months. Povertyates for families headed by Black women
and for families headed by Latinx women wer&8.8 percent and 40.8 percentrespectively, in 2016.
The poverty rate for families led by Native American women was 42.6 percent. Almost 42 percent of
families headed by immigrant women experienced poverty in 2016. Although it was lower compared
to that of families led by women of colg, the poverty rate in 2016 for families led by White women
was 30.2 percent.

Members of the LGBTQ communities are disproportionately represented among the poor as well.
Using data from the 2006 to 2010 National Survey of Family Growth, th&illiams Institute at the
UCLA School of Lavealculated that 25.9 percent of bisexual men and 20.5 percent of gay men
experienced poverty, comparedto 15.3 percent of heterosexual menSimilarly, 29.4 percent of
bisexual women and 22.7 percent of gay women lived in poverty, while 21.1 percent of heterosexual
women did so.

4EA  AOCETT AT #A1T OAO Al O Tran€Aid® Sukveodnd thatothafsgenderO UG O ¢ 1
people experience poverty at aate double than that ofthe general population, with transgender

PDAITPIA T &£ AT11T 0 AgbARAOEAT AET ¢ AOAT EECEAOmXOAOAOS |
percent of Native American, 40 percent of multiracial and 38 percent of Black transgender
respondents lived in poverty in 2015. Further, over half of transgender people with disabilities and
transgender people living with HIV lived in poverty in 205.

Areas with concentrated povertyy defined by a high percentage of poopeople living within a
geographic area, usually0 percentor more within a given Census tract pose a unigue set of issues,

as essential resources such as access to quality healthcare, education, and public amenities are often
tied to the wealth of neighborhoods. Overall, American neighborhoods haggnificantly increased
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https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/LGB-Poverty-Update-Jun-2013.pdf
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/LGB-Poverty-Update-Jun-2013.pdf
http://www.ustranssurvey.org/
https://www.cbpp.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/11-3-15hous2.pdf
https://cepa.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/the%20continuing%20increase%20in%20income%20segregation%20march2016.pdf
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in economic segregation since 1970, with the number of families living in higpoverty or high-
affluent neighborhoods doubling from 15 to 34 pecent by 2012. The percentage of White people in
poverty living in high-poverty neighborhoods has increased throughout this time, although Black
people in poverty aremore than twice as likelyastheir White counterparts to live in high-poverty
neighborhoods. While these trends are presenticross the country concentrated poverty has
particularly increased in the southern region of the United States (Figures 2.4 and 2.5).

Figure 2.4

2000:PERCENT OF COUNTY POPULATIONS LIVING IN POVERTY AREAS

PERCENTOF COUNTY POPULATION

E ——
Sources: US Census Data; IPUMS NHGIS, University of Minnesota 0-10 11-24 25-49 50-74 75-100

Figure 2.5

2010:PERCENT OF COUNTY POPULATIONS LIVING IN POVERTY AREAS

‘ PERCENTOF COUNTY POPULATION

Sources: US Census Data; IPUMS NHGIS, University of Minnesota 0-10 11-24 25-49 50-74 75-100
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Rural poverty is persistentlyworse than urban poverty in the U.SIn 2015, the rate of poverty in rural
areas was 16.7 percent compared to 13 percent in cities and 10.8 percent in suburlysthe 1980s,
unemployment was worse in cities than rural areas. Unemployment has become a greater problem
today in rural communities. Rural workers are poorer than urban workers, and nearly onehird of
them live in deep poverty. Nearly20 percentof rural workers live in householdsearning below 150
percent of the poverty level compared to 13.5 percent of urban workers with gnsameincomelevels.

Rural communities also often struggle with a lack of access to technology infrastructure. Among rural
residents, 27.4 percentdo not have access to 25 Mbps broadbandompared to 0.6 percent otity
residents. This disparity is primarily produced by market dynamics, as gupanies cannot justify
building telecommunications infrastructure in low-density areas due to lower profits. Access to
digital broadband is also shaped by income, as broadband service in America is relatively more
expensive compared to other countries. Aa result of these factors31.4 percent of householdsvhose
annualincomes fall below $50,000 and with children ages 6 to 17 do not have a higheed internet
connection at home. This digital divide puts children at an educational disadvantage, while
significantly restricting adults' ability to access essential information, such as job opportunities or
social services.

Section lll: The Safety Net and Welfare Reform

While spending on federal public programs has grown, between 1970 and 2010 nearly all of the

growth in federal socialOA £ZAOU 1T AO ODPAT AET ¢ AAT A EOI 1T OO1T AEAT |
3AAOOEOUR - AAEAAOAR O1 Al P11 Ul Alar@ digsabilifyhéulahcA dde x1 OEA
FECOOA ¢8¢9qQq8 " AT AEEOO A Adddlakmed dt asssing thdpod lottedvise ET AT | A
KiTxT  AO O AAT O ©ha@Odkowd les® @abidyO Adpadially once Medicaid is

discounted. This shift has meant that in 2014, a family of four earning $11,925 per year likely received

less aid than a family of fouearning $47,70Q

Programs that had been effective at reducing poverty were scaled back and, as the mechanism of
funding changed through issuing block @nts to states, fewer resources made their way to poor
families. The impact of these changes extended beyond solely welfare recipients. Former
beneficiaries of AFDC wer@ushed into thelabor market, forming a section of the working poorThe
reshaping of the economy, described in Section IV of this chapter, produced punishing results for this
new segment of workers whofaced lower unionization rates, low or absent wage growth, and
increasingly concentrated political and economic power in the hands of their employers.
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The Impact of Workfare and Welfare Reform: Margaret Prescod, Every Mother is a
Working Mother Network

Margaret Prescod has been involved with the National Welfare Rights Organization anagatewelfare rights
organizations for the past four decades, including during the debate over workfare programs introduced in the 19!
Aspart of Every Motheis a Working MotheNetwork in California, she continues in the struggle for poor mothers
and families.

G22N] FINB 61 & dz2aSaidAay3a 2y aS@OSNIt FTNRydGaxr odzi Yl
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as a young teacher in Browns®jlit was the mothers on welfare who had the time to come down to the school tc
make sure their children were learning, to make sure there was free breakfast. The image of welfare mothers as
GONRBdzy 3SNE R2AYy3 y2iG§KAY3 étiuth. WRH welfar® gefdein Rlyese(imotbe® want iNdi |
workfare and that whole sector of mothers in lancome communities who were in so many ways the glue, fighting
F2N) GKSANI 1ARasE G(GKS@ 6SNB SAGKRNI gy T NRHE kel & lelitninaid®y t |
the poverty of children.
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and therefore to families headed by single mothers, got sucked into child welfare agencies and states were using 1
resources for child custgdfoster care, and adoption services. Instead of going to support mothers with their housil
or other basic needs, children are being taken away and placed in foster care, or are up for adoption, not because
are abused or neglected but because theg poor.

The fact is that mothers on welfare or even single mothers are viewed as outside the sphere of production in the
{2 @&2dz 2yfé& F20dza 2y LIS2LX S 6K2 | NB O2yaARSNBR alL
economic valugi 2 dzy ¢l ASRX OF NBIAGAY3I 62N] Xl yR gKSy St Tl
welfare is cut, you have all these people who are like free labor that can undermine labor unions. This relation
between our rights as mothers to welfare and thmpact on workersat the point of production has not been

I LILINEOA L G SRDE
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Figure 2.6
TOTAL EXPENDITURE INCLUDES STATE AND FEDERAL FUNDS
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Source: Various administrative sources. Originally published by Robert Moffitt iihe GreatRecession and the Social Safety Nemid The
Deserving Poor. the Family. and the U.S. Welfare SysteTotal expenditure includes state and federal funds

By far the greatest redution in federal spending for low-income familiescamewith the passage of
the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act in 1996, which eliminated Aid
to Families with DependentChildren (AFDC) and replaced it with Temporary Assistanctor Needy
Families (TANF). TANF drastically reduced resources available to families in poverty and imposed
unrealistic work requirements (Figure 12.7). UnderAid to Families with Dependent Children in
1996, 68 percent of families with children living in poverty were aided by the program, compared
with the 23 percentof poor families that TANF reaches today. In all but three states, TANF benefits
have declined since 1996 in real valuewith monthly benefits in all 50 states and the District of
Columbia at or below twaothirds of the federal povertyline.

49


https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4822557/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13524-015-0395-0
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13524-015-0395-0
https://www.cbpp.org/research/family-income-support/chart-book-temporary-assistance-for-needy-families
https://www.cbpp.org/research/family-income-support/chart-book-temporary-assistance-for-needy-families
https://www.cbpp.org/research/family-income-support/chart-book-temporary-assistance-for-needy-families

_ THE SOULS OF POOR FOLK

Figure 2.7
ANNUAL EXPENDITURE PER CAPITA ON MAJOR CASH ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS, 1970-2010
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Deserving Poor, the Family, and the U.S. Welfare System

Women and Children Take the Lead: The National Welfare Rights Organization

The National Welfare Rights Organization was founded in 1966 to organize for adequate income, dignity, justice
democratic participation. It brought together smaller organizations of welfare recipients and its members were mai
women and their childen who were fighting for the right to welfare.

Women from the welfare rights movement took up prominent leadership in the 1968 Campaign, including inform
Dr. King and others on critical issues around welfare legislation. Michigan Welfare Rightz&@igaiMWRO) was
one of the founding members of the NWRO and several of its current leaders keep that legacy alive today.

Sylvia Ordufio is among a new generation of MWRO activists and describes how welfare reform impacted we
NAIKGA 2NEKFAMUDYATY BYR mdtnadr NBOALASYila NBOSAGAY
requirements in order to maintain their benefits. Welfare rights chapters and other grassroots groups were able
get people to do paid work in the community ancetbffice, and to learn how to talk to and mobilize others around
their right to a decent quality of life. Today, with federal TANF time limits, funding changes, and program shifts to
states, plus other cuts (many adults are too young for social sgdeitefits and too old or ill for faghoving assembly
fAYS 2NI NBGFAE 2N} X 6KAOK NBIldZANBa f2y3 K2dzZNBR 2y
500 welfare rights chapters and affiliated groups. Now, there are less thaRt&d Sy @ ¢

MWRO continues the fight today for welfare benefits, the right to water and keeping families together.
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Three of the most notable federal programs that work well for poor families are the Supplemental

Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), preVi OO1 U ET 1 x1T A® OHA | %A OIOAA BT Al
Credit (EITC); and the Child Tax Credit. SNAP remains one of the most effective measted
government assistance programs that reaches most families experiencing financial hardship. Its

benefits also rise to meet difficult financial times. In 2016, SNAP benefitted about 20 million children

a month, according to the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. Aecent Urban Institute report

found that the anti-poverty effects of SNAP are even higher than previously estimateBly correcting

for underreporting of benefits, the Institute found that the program reduced the number of people

living in poverty by 17 percent, or8.4 million, in 2015. Among families with Black children, the

reduction was 21 percent

In 2015, the Earned Income Tax @dit, EITC, effectivehifted about 6.5 million people above the
federal poverty line, half of whom were children.Another 21 million people living in poverty
benefited from the credit, further reducing the effects of poverty.

In addition to keeping families out of poverty and increasing food security, these benefits form the
crucial foundation for better economic and physical healthAccording to the Center on Budget and
Policy Priorities, the federal social safety neteducesthe poverty rate by nearly halfwhen measured
by the SPMbut many assistane programs aimed at poor families continue to hold an unwarranted
reputation for being ineffective.

Criminalizing Public Benefits

There have long existed assumptions that people who are in need of public assistance have character

flaws such as laziness and lack of a moral compass that have made them poor. This myth has nowhere

been more vicious than when cast upon Black female heagfhousehold. From theMoynihan Report

ET pwoeuvh O 21TTAIA 2AACAT 60 OAAEOOWARBEADEBD p&w
welfare reform and present daycalls for mandatory drug-testing in order to receive public benefits,

poor heads of families especially single motherss have been demonized and treated like

recalcitrant children in need of characterbuilding.

(T xAOAOh xEAO OEA Al OA PEAOOOA 1 £ OEfActo®thdl FAOA
create and perpetuate economic need among the pooudh factors include poor jobs and low wages,

lack of affordable and safe child care, a segregated educational system that adversely affects poor
students, particularly those of color, the impact of the criminal justice system on the poor, especially

on poor people of color, and overall, the system of white supremacy that divides and oppresses the

poor.

As Peter Edelman writes in his recent book\ot a Crime to be Poor: The Criminalizatio of Poverty

in Americah O7 Al ZAOA OA & Oi ETETAA 1T AOO ET AAOAAOAOGEIT I
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people serve as a mechanism for social contrdPublic assistance applicantare finger-printed, run

through a database search for outstanding warrants, uringested, background checked, spot house
checked, and more. Police even rely on these social service records to criminalize poor people when

they are stopped for traffic violations or municipal code violations.

Margaret Prescod fromEvery Mother is a Working Mother Networkdescribes the injustie of these
wants to cut welfare, they bring up the myth of the Black welfare queen. The welfare rights movement
was a multiracial movement. It still isOT AAU8 6

Marian Kramer from NRWO and MWRO recalls organizing the diverse population of welfare
OAAEPEAT OO &I OOU UAAOO Aci g O" AAE E1T OEA pwxmOh
stamps. The United Auto Workers called us to come out amelp them get their members on food

stamps. We went out to Wayne County Community College and trained some 300 people how to get

their welfare benefits z this was a multiracialgroup that was mainly men! And then a week after that

training, thesE A OEABES @O IAAT O AAT T AA 1 A884EAU EAA POO iU EI A
because so many of their deputies needed welfare. These were, again, people of different ethnic
groups,DAT P1 A xEIT EAA AT AOOh AAOOh OO0 AdEpaitbedauskof OEAO C
A O0O000cci A AAOxAAT OEA A1 01 6U AT A OEA OOAOGA8s /1A
xAl FAOA T £#AZEAAYh OEAUBOA OO6OT AA T A Al x1 OxEAA8 )
DEOOI 1 8 $1 UI O GHAITAE EOHADIxEGGATEAIAHed hy ATA 1 AO 1/
This diversity remains true today. In 2011, Owsley County, Kentucky, which $1.9 percent White,

had among the highestecipient rates for food stamps in the U.$2 percent of residents received

food stamps If benefits are slashed, this county, too, will face hardship.

Section IV: Why Are We Poor?

Growing Divide Between Rich and Poor

Between 1968 and 2016, U.S. GDP grew more than eightdeld, but the rising tide did not lift all

boats. The top 1 percent's share of national income has nearly doubled while the official poverty

rate/El O Al 1l 5838 ZAIEIEAO EAO 1 AOAT U ET AEAA OP AT A
poverty persisted and in many places deepened. The extreme concentration of income and wealth

at the top has not only siphoned resources away from those at the Ibotn end. It has also increased

the political power of the ultra-OEAEh xEEAE OEAUB0OA OOAA O OEAPA OO
campaign finance, and other policies in their interest.
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Figure 2.8

SHAREOF U.S. FAMILIES BELOW OFFICIAL POVERTY RATE AND THE SHARE
OF NATIONAL INCOME HELD BY THE TOP 1%
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Sources: Institute for Policy Studies analysis badeon Thomas Piketty and U.S. Census.

A key factor in the growing economic divide in the U.S. isdlthanging character of the jolmarket.
Although the country is experiencing low levels of unemployment, low wage work that features little
job security hasshaped the rise in employment in the past few decades. Over 2.9 million workers are
currently employed in temporary help services, approximately dould the share of the total
workforce employed by such agencies i6t990. Median pay for temp workers is abou$3.40 an hour
lessthan comparabledirect-hire work, and thereis evidencethat health and safety conditions are
significantly worse. More broadly, pivate sector employment in lowwage industries made upa
disproportionate share of job gainsin the first years of recovery after the 2008 crash. Between 2010
and 2014, 44 percent ofnew jobs gained were in tlese industries,compared to 26 percent of job
growth in mid-wage industries.

Such changes to the U.Scanomy indicate a larger pattern of inequality that has emerged since the
early 1970s. Economic policies that promoted industrial expansion, full employment, and an
increased standard of living through empowered labor uniongell out of favor,and were exchanged
for policies promoting geopolitical interests, corporate profits, and tax cuts for the wealthy. As a
result, regions that were once prominent centers of industrial prodation have since experienced
unemployment, jobless economic recoveries, and wage decline.

Racial disparities remain as well. Since 1968, the Black unemployment rate has persistently run
about twice as high as theate for White people. The unemployment rate, however, only counts those
who are actively seeking work, leaving out those who have given up finding a job and those who are
working part-time and would prefer full-time employment. Using ébroader, more accurate measure
of underemployment, the figures are even worse. Native American and Latinx populations fare only
slightly better.
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Further, among all working age Americanslabor force participation rates remain lower today than
they were before the 2008 crisis. Aseen in Figure2.9, participation rates have droppedfrom 67.3
percent in 2000 to 62.7 percentin January 2018. Native Americangre an exception, but their
participation rates are still lower than otherracial groups.

Figure 2.9

LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATES BY RACE
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Source:Bureau of LaborStatistics 2016-2017 Labor Force Statistics from theCurrent Population Survey (SIC)Data for American Indian
and Alaska Native population is from thédmerican Community Survey

Dr. William Darity £#0T I $OEA 51 EOAOOEOUS O 3dstriek thebe cRahdesim I 1T /£
employment: "During the trial of the Geat Recession, the ratio of people seeking work to the number

of new job openings was approximately 7 to 1. It's far better today at 1.1 to 1, but that still means that

we have a shortfall in excess of about 100,000 people who are seeking work relativetihe number

of jobs that are available in a given year...This is not just a question of the absence of quantity of work,

AOO EOGBO A1 6 A NOAOOETT 1T /&# NOAITEOU 1T £ x1 OE8 )1 AR
the United States actually haveops: the problem is the jobs pay very poorly. And we are now paying

greater attention to the notion of precarity of worke that is to say jobs in which the individual has

Ol AAROOAET EIT O60OOh &I OAOOAOGEIT O ET PAUI Abv®torkEl OAOOA
assignments, and the like....The absence of a sufficient number of jobs and the absence of high quality

work opportunities creates toxic conditions that lead groups that have an insider position to fight to

preserve their turf. This is the materal basis for discrimination...against veterans, individuals who

have someform of disability, individuals who have been previously exposed to unemployment, and

racial discrimination directed against AfricanAmericans in the U.S."
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Young men of color havedng suffered from lower earnings and higher unemployment rates than
youngWhite men.As reported by theUrban Institute in 2015, Black and Latinx men in the 224 year
age group experienced @& improvement in unemployment rates between the early 1980s to late
1990s, but between 2000 and 2015, their employment rates and earnings declined once again.

Black people wholosetheir jobs are more likely to remain out of work for extended periods of time.
According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Black people made2dfppercent of the longterm
unemployed in 2017 (out of work for 27 weeks or more), while making up only about 12.5 percent
of the Americanlabor force.

These structural changes to the labor market have beesccompaniedby anti-union policies like
OOECEO Ol 28kt@dsasoi2drO0E AN EAOA EOOOEAO O AAOI ET AA xI
collectively. Between 1968 and 2017, the share of U.S. workers in unions fell from 24.9 percent to

10.7 percent.

Figure 2.10

TOP 10% U.S. INCOME SHARE AND UNION MEMBERSHIP, 1968-2014
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/I TA Al AAO Q@é&lping power id the AHarp disbonnect between wages and productivity. At

OEA OEI A T &£ OEA pwoy 07110 0AI DI AGO #Ai PAEGCT h DOIT A
at least two decades. But beginning in the 1970s, employers no longer shared thenéfits of

improved productivity with their workers. Between 1973 and 2016, hourly compensation increased

just 12.3 percent, while productivity increased 73.7 percent.
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Figure 2.11

U.S.PRODUCTIVITY AND REAL HOURLY COMPENSATION, 1948-2016
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Source: Economic Policy Institute

In fact, U.S. wages, despite a small igk in the last quarter of 2017, have been stagnating for more

OEAT OEOAA AAAAAAO8 7EEI A PAU AO OEA O P EAO ETAC
lowest-wage workers have seen little or no growth in their real weekly wages. According to Oxfa

and the Economic Policy Institute, around 58.3 million U.S. workers are earning below the living wage

of $15 per hour.An Economic Policyinstitute study shows Black men make 22 percent less and Black

women make 34.2 percent less than White men in the same circumstances. Median wages for certain

Asian and other groups like Bangladeshis, Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders, and Hmong also

lag behind Whites, according ta\sian Americans Advancing JusticelLos Angeles

A Low-Wage Economy Prompts Low-Wage Organizing

The Fight for $15 began in 2012 when 200 workers walked off their jobs in New York City to demand wages of $
hour and union rights. As a campaign of the Service Employees International Union, it now has chapters in more
300 dties and six countries.

I TGSNI GNEAY3I | FSg6 RAFTFSNBydG GFOGAaAdazx GKS CAIKG 7T
both an attempt to revive the strike to create a disruptive movement and to force a conversation around wages i
dzy A2y NAIKGE P a OmgebtplivR@eampldyeér in th&\Gorldiabd@e geRdadyest employer in the
''YAGSR {GFGSa 0SKAYR 2 fYFENI® ¢KS OF YLIAIY | 3FAyai
about how the economy hatleen transformed into a lowage economy and how this was tied to the decline of
worker organizing and the power of working people in this country.

The Fight for $15 has also established a strong southern contingent, Raise Up for $15, which tackbdketiges of
organizing lowwage workers across race in the southern United States. Black workers are overrepresented in |
wage industries in the south, yet 51 percent of fast food workers in the region are White.



http://www.epi.org/publication/black-white-wage-gaps-expand-with-rising-wage-inequality/
https://advancingjustice-la.org/sites/default/files/MakingAmericaWork2015.pdf
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One of the fastest growing occupations, particularly for women and people oblor, has been in
restaurant service. The subminimum wage for tipped workers has been stuck at just $2.13 per hour
for more than 20 years, creating high levels of economic insecurity for these workers.

Figure 2.12
U.S.REAL WEEKLY WAGES, 1979-2017
$2,097
$2,000
Top10%
$1,479
$1,500
$1,000 : _
e Median $857
R ——————————— el
8500 $417
Bottom
10%
$0
1979 1983 1987 1991 1995 1999 2003 2007 201 2015

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistie

Debt-strapped families and governments

With wages stagnating, college costs increasing, and affordable housing evaporating, millions of
American families WA OA 1 EOQOET ¢ O OT1 2Ande@nind\ thef Bade nk Wealth argheir debts
are larger than their assets. Excluding the value of the family cdiQ percent of U.S. household®23.9
million households) have zero or negative net worth. Thirty percent of Black households and 27
percent of Latinx households have zero or negative wealth, compared to 14 percent of White
households.

Families face enormous stress when they have no financial rese to help them get through
difficulties such as job loss, illness, divorce, or car trouble. Even leand middle-income families who
do have some wealth often do not have anlquid assets» cash or savings at their disposal.
According to a new report byProsperity Now, nearly four in 10 households (117 million people) have
not saved enough to pay themselves a poveHgvel income for three nonths in the event that a job
loss or other emergency leaves them without any income. Meanwhile, the concentration of wealth at
the top has become more extreme than ever. According to theestitute for Policy Studies the 400
wealthiest Americans now own more wealth than the bottom 64 percent of the U.S. population (or
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204 million people). These 400 wealthiest are predominantlyWhite and include only twoBlackand
five people with Latinx backgrounds.

4EA OEAE AI160 EOOO EAOA 11 O0OA xAAWwelh comesArom AOAOUI
different? and more lucrative? AOOA O O1 OOAAO8 i AOEAABO OI P p DPAOAZ
half the national wealth invested in stocks and mutual funds, while the top 10 percent hold 93.2

percent of those assets. This means that while the stock market may be booming, it is aatliable

measure of how the economy is faring for most people in this countrifhe bottom 90 percent hold

most of their wealth in housing, the asset category that took the biggest hit during the Great
Recession.This bottom 90 percent of Americans alsdold more than 70 percent of debt in this

Al 01 6ouh Agpil AETEI C OEA PBATTIATITT T &£ 1EOETC 001 A
Figure 2.13
SHAREOF TOTAL ASSETS BY CATEGORY, 2016
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of color to investmentstarved, segregated neighborhoods, was rampant before the 1968 Civil Rights

Act banned the practice andt still continues today. Anothe racially predatory practice? pushing

high-risk loans on people of color inflated the housing bubble that burst in 2008, leaving 9.3 million
homeowners facing foreclosure. Nearly ten years latem December 2017 there were more than

ornhmmm 1T Ax £ OAAI T OOOA AZ£EI ET CO8 41 AAUh 1 Axi AEAOO
attempting to cripple the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, the govemment agency established

in the wake of the crash to stop such financial abuse.
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Wall Street and other big corporations have also contributed to economic distress in cities and states
by lobbying to block progressive taxes needed to properly fund public service8s Saqgib Bhatti, Co
Executive Director of the Action Center on Race & tlieconomy (ACRE), has pointed out, big banks
OEAT OO601 AOT O1 A Adtrdpped datebnhd |dedD goe bt thréudhpiedatory
financial deals, just like they targeted homeowners with predatory mortgages during the housing
AT 1 iTa&fidance pojects like bridges and schools, state and city governments sell municipal bonds.
From lllinois to Kansas to Detroit and Puerto Rico, states and cities are slashing public services as
they prioritize the Wall Street holders of these bonds over the needs tifeir residents.

Section V: The Impact of Poverty - Health Care

Health care provision is in crisis in the U.S. Driven by drug overdoses, life expectancy at birth in this
country declined for the second consecutive year in 2016rhiswas the first time this had happened
since 1962 and 1963.U.S. infant mortality rates in 2010were among the highest in the developed
world. This is despite the fact that the U.S. spends more mgnger capita on its healthcare? $10,348
per persore than any other wealthy country in the world.

Figure 2.14
HEALTHCARE EXPENDITURE PER CAPITA, 2016
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Source:Organization for Economic Caperation and Development.

The question of healthcare is often tied directly to financial hardshipeven for those with health
insurance. According to the Kaiser Family Foundationin 2016, 43 percent of adul with health

insurance struggled to afford making their deductible payments, nearly 3@ercent experienced
difficulties affording medical bills, and 73 percent of the insured reported cutting back basic
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household necessities and food in order to pay medical bills. The number one cause of personal
bankruptcy in the United States isnedical debt

Put People First! PA has been organizing around the right to health care in small towns and aitie

across the state of Pennsylvania for the past five years. Asfoninder Nijmie Dzurinko describes,
O0AT PI A AOA AEI T OET ¢ AAOxAAT DPAUEIC &£ O | AAREAAOGEI |
medications, choosing between buying food and gettinigealth care for their kids. This makes life

OAOU EAOAh xEAT Ui 6 TAAA O AEITT OA AAOxAAT 1TTA 1A}
People are saying they are forced to stay in relationships because of insurance, because otherwise
OEAU >AIOIAG AAHE AEFEOO8 ) 060 Al 01T A OAAI NOAOGOEIT A& O
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While the Affordable Care Act (ACA) led to historic gains in health insurance coverage, reducing the

number of nonelderly uninsured people from 44 million in 2013 to about 28 million by the end of

2016, the downward trend reversed in 2017, which saw the single largest ongear increase as3.2

million people were added to the rolls of the uninsuredl'he distribution of the uninsured remains

statistically the same Latinx and Black peoplewere disproportionately uninsured at rates of 16.9

percent (10.2million) and 11.7 percent (4.6million), respectively, versus 7.6 percent (13.6nillion)

for 7EEOA DPAI Pl A8 4EA TAx OA@ 1 Ax AT AAOGAA ET $AAAI
mandate, which is expected to raise costs and lead to an additioda&l million people losing their

insurance over the next decade.

Individuals without health care are more likely to suffer poorer health outcomes, greater limitations
in their quality of life, and higher rates of premature @ath. The majority of the uninsured {5
percent) come from families with at least one fulitime worker, but with incomes too low to cover
their health care and, presumably, other needs. A lack of means to afford insurance strongly
corresponds to a lack of access to health insurance options. Abd@fi percent of the uninsured in
2016 were in families that had incomes that were lower than 400 percent of the poverty level.
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Universal Health Care and Single Payer Health Care in Vermont

Universal healthcare is considered a fundamental huMan3 K Ay GKS 22NXR | St 3dK hN
Mpny ® 21 h RSTAYSa dzyABSNEIFIf O02@SN}r3AS G2 YSIy OGKIFG ¢
curative, rehabilitative and palliative health services they need, of sufficjeality to be effective, while also ensuring
0KIG GKS dzaS 2F (KSaS &aSNBAOSa R2S& yz2i SELR&S GKS ¢

According to Dean Baker, an economist with the Center for Econamdit 2 f A O& w S &-BayeN & ¥ens liayeA *
been successfun providing universal care to the populations of the countries that have them, and doing so at a far lov
O2ail GKIyYy Ay (i Kobrsoh ealthicir&costsin Cartadadré just 43 Ndrcent of the costs in the United Stal
The perperson costfor the singlepayer system in the United Kingdom, where healthcare is provided directly by th
government, is 42 percent of the U.S. system. These and other-giagée countries also perform better than the United
States on broad outcome measures liife €xpectancy and infant mortality and are comparable on more narrow measure
like survival rates from various types of cancer and other disease.

¢CKS £SNX2yld 22NISNBQ /SYyidSN)I 6+x2/0 Aa F 3INIaaNrRaidads
2011 enactment of a singleayer health care law. This law was ultimately abandoned in 2014, but the struggle for hea
care continues. Liz Betty Owens, a member of the VWC, describes the challenges she faced to maintain her healt
andrecei6 GNBI GYSyid F2NI[eYS RAaSIHasSy aL oS3y GKS GKNBE
LINEANI YX! YR S@SNJ 4AyOS L gl a I OOSLIISRE LQ®S KIR G2
and get booted off thestate plan, risking fines from lack of health insurance, and again not having access to the care
L YySSRX® &8 ¢gSIGKSNI LI GGSNya Oz2yiliAydsS G2 KAG ySs SEI
the number of infected tick bugsandthe risk of Lyme diseaseis only expected to grow. The people at the greatest risk
are those of us who work outdoors, growing food, working on farms, maintaining state and federal lands. And
heightened risk to this disease is made even more terriffimghe continued threat of our already limited access to
KSHf GKOIF NBoe

Uninsured rates vary significantly by state, depending on whether state governments opted to
DAOOEAEDAOGA ET OEA 1 #1380 - AAEAAtEhosdlligmyAtiaeldm h x EE A
138 percent of the poverty line($28,180 for a family of three) The 32states (including the District

of Columbia)that participated in the Medicaid expansiorhave seenhigher coverage gainghan the

19 that did not. In fact, an estimated64 percentof the coverage gains brought abouty the Affordable

Care Act occurred in states that expanded Medicaid.

Failure to adopt Medicaid expansion creats a coverage gagor those with incomes too high for
Medicaid eligibility but too low to afford insurancein the marketplaces. Alimosg.4 million Americans
fall into this coverage gapand the vast majority, 89 percent, live itouthern states Of this total,27

percentlive in Texas, 16 percentin Florida, 10 percerih Georgia, and nine percernin North Carolina

Nationally, 48 percent of those in the insurance gap are White, 24 percent a8&ack, and 24 percent
are Latinx.

These gaps have devastating consequences. Callie Greer from Montgomery, Alabama, lost her
daughter, Venus, to breast cancer that went undettsd for months due to a lack of insurance. Venus

61


https://www.kff.org/uninsured/issue-brief/the-coverage-gap-uninsured-poor-adults-in-states-that-do-not-expand-medicaid/
https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/publication/86761/2001041-who-gained-health-insurance-coverage-under-the-aca-and-where-do-they-live.pdf
https://www.kff.org/uninsured/issue-brief/the-coverage-gap-uninsured-poor-adults-in-states-that-do-not-expand-medicaid/
https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/publication/86761/2001041-who-gained-health-insurance-coverage-under-the-aca-and-where-do-they-live.pdf
https://www.kff.org/report-section/the-coverage-gap-uninsured-poor-adults-in-states-that-do-not-expand-medicaid-issue-brief-2/#endnote_link_241391-3
https://www.kff.org/report-section/the-coverage-gap-uninsured-poor-adults-in-states-that-do-not-expand-medicaid-issue-brief-2/#endnote_link_241391-3

_ THE SOULS OF POOR FOLK

visited the ER more than 25 timesAt one of these visits, e ER doctor walked intoher room and
realized her breast tissue was deteriorating. She died in 2028hen a tumor in her brain ruptured.
AsCalliel AOAO A@bi AET AAR O.1 1TTA OEI O A EAOA O AOOU
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The Crisis of Rural Hospitals
In July 2014 Portia Gibbs of Belhaven in rural North Carolina had a heart attack. Just days before, Vidant Health, a

non-profit corporation, had closed the hospital nearest to her home, citing cost reasons. Portia died waiting for a
helicoptertoleairf AFG SR G2 G(KS Oft2aSait SYSNHSyO& OFNB FI OAf Al
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rights veteran Bob Zellner, and people from the Moral MoysiRorward Together movement and the Kairos Center
walked 283 miles from Belhaven to Washington, D.C., to raise awareness of this crisisufatiogmmunities.

Since 2005, more thah?0 rural hospitalhave been closed. Between 2010 and 2018, there have Baédmspital
closuresacross 26 states, most of them in southern states. National Rural Health Association CEO AlareMongées
700 additional closings in the coming decade. These closures are part of the demise of rural communities and
economies, indicating a failure of public investment, infrastructure, andsacto critical health services.

Section VI: The Impact of Poverty i Housing and
Homelessness

Redlining and Homeless Organizing in Philadelphia

506 SIFNE FFGSNI GKS Syl OlySyid 2F GKS CIANI I 2dzaAy3 ! OG=z
manner, with increasingly less oversight. According to analysis by Revedlifeofenter for Investigative ReportjiBjack
applicants were denied conventional home loansighsicantly higher rates than Wites in 48 cities, Latinx in 25, Asians
in nine, and Native Americans in three. In Philadelphia, Whites received 10 times as many mortgages as Blacks, d
0KSAaS Gg2 NIOAIFET 3IANRBdzLIA YIF {Ay3 dzLJ S| dz -fourthsioftheBEancRes in (

i KS ORA & ie nafgh@hdedisii & 2

The Kensington Welfare Rights Union (KWRU) in Philadelphia has been a leading force against such injustices for di
A multiracial organization founded by poor and homeless women in the early 1990s, KWRU organized welfare recipi
homeless individals and families, and other poor people around economic human rights. Six of its members were arres
in 1992 for entering an abandoned building. Their stated intention was to turn it into a comnoenityrand KWRU used
this moment as an opportunity tcall citywide attention to the growing problem of poverty and homelessness in the lanc
of plenty.

The United States has been in the midst of an affordable housing crisis, hastened by the foreclosure
crisis of the Great Recession, for nearly 50 years. Rat than providing a safety net for those who
have fallen through the gaps created by this crisis, the Department of Housing and Urban
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Development (HUD) has contributed to it. Major budget cuts have led the Department to offeg?,000
fewer units of subsidized housingeach yearsince the 1970s according to 2013 report by the Joint
Center for Housing Studies of Harvard Universityl he dfordable housing stockhas actually declined
by 60 percent since2010.

Today, only aboutone in four of thoseeligible to receive federal housing assistance actually do so. At
the same time, the percentage of renter houselds that spend at least haltheir income on housing
has grown from 21 percent to 30 percent in the padivo decades. Meanwhile, nearly73 percentof
mortgage interest deduction subsidieshave flowedto the top 20 percent of Americans as measured
by income, while the bottom 20 percenthavereceived only 0.1 percent of those same subsidie$he
new tax law lowered thecap on deductible mortgage debt, but onlyslightly, from $1 million to
$750,000.

As the demand for rental units has increased, so too has rent itsé&fich increases, part o decades
long trend, have given rise ¢ dire straits for poor and low-income families In 2016, there was no
state or county in the nation where an individual earning the federal minimum wage of $7.25 an hour
could afford a two-bedroom apartment at marketrent. In fact, the average minimum wageecessary
to afford even a onebedroom unit was $16.35 an hourin 2016. Just one year later that wage has
climbed to $17.14, more than doublehe current federal minimum wage. As of 2017, for every 100
extremely low-income renters, amere 35will find affordable rental housing.

The confluence of these factors has given rise to a housing crisis in the United States. The Western
Regional Advocacy Project (WRAP) has been organizing with and among the homeless in Caldo

Washington, Oregonand Colorado since 20050 AOT " T AATh 721080 %dAAOOEOA
formerly homeless himself, describes the rise of structural homelessnessinthe 198Ds O) T OEA p wy
we started to lose subsidized housing units and that mea& losing access to housing in the
neighborhoods where those units were. There was a direct connection between the people that were

living in subsidized housing, the massive cuts to affordable housing, and the need to open emergency

OEAI OAO bDOI enQuk hish 8dwa iew category of poor people homeless poor people

who were somehow seen as different from all the other poor people. But the only difference between

ET i Al AGO i T O PAIPIA ATA ET OOGAA PIiT O PAIPIA EO OE

According to the latest figures from the Department of Housing and Urban Developmertdyer

553,000 individuals experienced homelessness each night in 201The National Law Centeron
Homelessness and Poverty (NUEP) found that anywhere between 2.5 million and 3.5 million

individuals AT | POEOA OEA OOEAI OAOAAG EIT yeArl TAO@Iuded tivéel AOET 1
living in shelters, transitional housing centers, and makeshift outdoor shelters, such as clustered

AT AAT BT AT OO AT 11T RNOEAT I WorédthaeAOilkoA ad@ional AnGividGeBAT O AE(
were estimated to be on the brink of homelessness, having lost their own homes and transitioned

into the homes of others.

One of the most disturbing findings of the NLCHP survey is that the number i@&ported outdoor
encampments increased byi,342 perceni from 19 to 274between 2007 and 2016 as Figure 2.15
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shows. Underscoring this point, almostwo-thirds of the encampments studied were expected to
have been in use for more than a year. Ovene-fourth were expected to have been in use fanore
than five years.

Figure 2.15

REPORTED NUMBER OF HOMELESS ENCAMPMENTS
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Source:National Law Center on Homelessness and PoverfJent City, USA.

Historically marginalized populations tend to be disproportionately represented among the
homeless, who are a marginalized gaulation themselves. Black peoplenake up41 percent of the
national homeless population 224,937 individuals), despite comprising onlyabout 13 percentof the
U.S. population According to the most recent data from HUD, White people compri§é.3 percentof
the national population and47 percent (260,979 individuals) of the national homeless population.
Similarly, Latinx people are just underl8 percentof the national population, but compise22 percent
(119,419 individuals) of the national homeless population.

Homelessness is typically conceptualized in the popular imagination as an issue that most directly
affects adults, but children are increasingly being forced to reckon with the challenges of
homelessness on their own. Thenajority of homeless families are headed by single women with
young children and almost41,000 unacompanied children and youthexperienced homelessness in
2017,with 88 percent of them falling between the ages of 18 and 24. Troublingly, this group of young
people wasmore likely to be without shelter than other homeless individuals.

Perhaps nowhere is the problem of youth homelessness mesalient, and mae understudied, than
among LGBTQ yath. A 2012 study from the Williams Institute of the UCLA School of Lammong
homeless youth service providers found that LGBTQ youth made u4® percent of their clientele
Recent figures © OET AOA OEAO , ' " 41 Ul OOE OAPOAOGAT O AAOxAAI
young people, but anywhere betweer20 percent and 40 percentof the national homeless youth
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population, according to analysis from the National Coalition for the Homelesalthough the data is
limited, some studies have Bown that homeless LGBTQ youth are disproportionatelyouth of color.

The National Center for Transgender Equalityd 215 U.S. Transgender Survegetermined that 30
percent of respondents reported being homeless at least once in their lifetimeBwelve percent cited
being transgender as the reason for their homelessness. Half of undocumented transgender
respondents expressed that they had been homeless at least once in their liviat surprisingly,
economic factorsplayed a role.Overall, the poverty rate fortransgender respondentsin 2015 was 29
percent and their reported unemployment rate was 15 percent. Among Whites, 24percent of
transgender respondents lived in poverty in 2015, but transgender respondents of color were
especally hard hit. Thirty-eight percent of Black respondents, 43 percent of Latinx respondents, and
41 percent of Native American respondents indicated that they lived in poverty.

Compounding the vulnerabilities of experiencing homelessness, cities and lawfercement are
colluding to criminalize homeless Americanstrying to make the best of the limited resources
available to them. A2016 report from the National Law Center on Homelessness andoverty
revealed the extentof such criminalization. Of the 187 cities surveyed, 34 percent ban camping in
public, 57 percent ban camping in certain public places, 65 percent ban loitering in certain public
places, and 53 percent ban sitting or lying dowin particular public places, among other behaviors
necessary for the homeless to survive on the streets.

These bans are increasing in prevalence in recent years: in the last ten years, for example, bans on
camping in public places have increased by 60 pzent. Deprived of these makeshift living
arrangements, homeless Americans often have few other alternatives. Orflye of the 187 cities

surveyed by the Law Center had a requirement for contingeny plans to provide housing to those

xET EAA OEAEO OOAT O AE OE AMbce digtiubib@yGl Qe prahibitidnsd x AT /&I
and the subsequent enforcement of these prohibitions by law enforcement officials, put homeless
individuals at risk of incurring criminal records and ensuing criminal justice debt that enmeshes

them in the criminal justice system and only deepens their poverty. Perhaps unsurprisingly then,

homeless Americans are as much gkl times more vulnerable to incarceration than the general

population nationally.

Section VII: The Criminalization of Poverty

$ A A Oprisb@s@vere outlawed in the U.Sin 1833 under federal law. In 1983, the U.S. Supreme Court
reaffirmed that incarcerating indigent people because of their debts is a violiain of the Fourteenth

LT AT AT AT 06 O AN OA IHovie@t, thekdai@yidddy is fhat laviindding and poor people
are routinely fined or arrested for minor violations, such as failing to use a turn signal at an
intersection or driving with a broken tailli ght or with a suspended licensePolicies that criminalize
the very condition of being poor have risen since the 2007 financial crisis. Fines rose across 48 states
in the wake of the Great Recessigmand with them, the fees imposed for late or partibpayment,
creating a snare for those without sufficient funds. According to the most recent estimates from 2011,
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over $50 billion in criminal justice debt was owed by the estimated.0 million Americansthat interact
with the criminal justice system each year.

Police forces have become money collectors, targeting the poor. Thedartment of Justicereport on

Ferguson, Missouri, in 2015 found that the police culture seemed to see ldacome residents,
AOPAAEAI T U &£OiIi "1 AAE T AECEAT OEI 1T AOGh OI AGO AO AT ¢
AT A O1 OOAAO 1T &£ OAOAT OGA8d ! . AOETT AT O0OAIT EA 2AAEIl E
Brown killing, found that the municipality collected $2.6 million in fines and fees, largely for

i 01 EAEPAT AT AA OET 1 AOET 1 Ohnd-larbest sabreefofincdrie. Hids reallyd & AOC
is repeated in lowincome municipalities across the U.S. Local governments try to make up for income

lost by austerity measures that begin at the federal level and have ramifications for revenue down

through the states and localities.

Indeed, the entire criminal justice system is complicit in this scheme. The probation process has
become one of the most reliablenoney makers In the absence of lost revenue in the wake of the
Great Recession, local governments and courts have increasingly turned povate probation
companies These privde companies promise to make money overseeing probation operations for
local governments and courts at no cost to taxpayers. Instead, the costs of probationary operations
are pushed onto the probationers themselves, giving rise to what has become known te
Ol AAAMOA A A6  madél. Ahe@esult of such collusion is that the primary objective for local
government and courts becomes extracting revenue rather #n administering justice. Local
governments, courts and private probation companies all profit wildly.

In effect, two criminal justice systems have been created: onerfthe favored wealthy and one for the
poor. Perhaps nowhere is the existence afis two-tier systemmore apparent than in the practice of
determining bail. Originally conceptualized as amcentive for defenders to return for their court
appearances, bail has become yet another means of criminalizing poverty. By the Department of
*OOOEAAG O 195 percéniof tiie@©Ovat i the incarceratedpopulation since 2000 is the
result of an increase in the number of unconvicted defendants, many of whom are unable to make

bail. That an increasing number of defendants cannot make bail is a result of the fact that bail amounts

Confronting Homelessness and Incarceration in Rural Washington

Chaplains on the Harbor (COH) is a ministry in Grays Harbor County, a predonwiatelgounty that is one of the most
economically distressed in Washington State. COH pastors, organizes, and works with the poor on the streets and
jails of Grays Harbor. This has brought them unwanted attention and violence from the police ilrdersyoups across
GKS O2dzyiied ! Ny {O2GdGx OKIFLXLFAY FyR 2NHFIYAT SNI A
G¢CKAA NBIA2Y KIFIa Ay@SadSR FIN Y2NB KSI @Afte& Ay Aatked NJ
up and left town in the 1990s, the main replacement industry has been incarceration. It starts early, too: Grays Ha
County incarcerates children for nonviolent, nonminal offenses at a higher rate than any other county in the state ol
Washingbn. The ACLU recently sued our juvenile detention facility for torturing a child. Why invest in children, ol
KSFftAy3a YR NBO2@SNEX ¢gKSYy (GKSNBQa Y2ySe G2 o6S YIRS
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themselves havencreasedover the years. Studies have also shown that defendants of color are given
higher bail amounts than their White counterparts.

If one is jailed for inability to pay bal, not only do costs mount, but jobs are lost, rent and car
payments are not made, parents cannot care for their children or keep the titg on in the home.

Sometimes this can result in loss of custody of children. Pretrial incarceration can lead tdoas of
access to _public benefitsincluding Social Security and Medicaid. One study reveal@dpositive
correlation between pretrial incarceration and a conviction An inability to make bail can separate
defendants from their medications and medical treatmentsand generally cause a deterioration of a
AAEAT AAT OrB2013,EndividualsBvBo were jailed before their trial made upthree-fourths of
the total number of suicides by incarcerated persons in local jails.
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THE WAR ECONOMY AND MILITARISM

A nation that continues year after year to spend more money on military defense than on programs of
social uplift is approaching spirituatieath.

- The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Riverside Church, New York City, April 4, 1967

Fighting militarism means not just stopping one war, but taking on the underlying social structures of
racism, poverty, and policies that enabled the Iraq aAtghanistan wars to continue, while politicians
and defense contractors get rich, [and to see] the militarism in our police. The militarism of our public
lands. The militarism of the borders. The militarism in our schools. And virtually all of our ingtins.

- Rev. Shawna Foster, former Board Chair, Iraq Veterans Against the War, 2017
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